(122nd General Assembly)
(Amended Substitute Senate Bill Number 223)

AN ACT

To amend sections 133.07, 317.08, 317.32, 5301.67 to
5301.69, 5705.19, and 5739.026 and to enact sections
133.60, 133.61, 901.21, 901.22, 5301.691, and 5301.692
of the Revised Code to clarify the agricultural land uses
that may be the subject of conservation easements; to
authorize only the Director of Agriculture, certain local
governments, and charitable organizations to acquire
agricultural  easements in order to preserve the
agricultural use of land; to permit counties to levy or
increase the rate of a sales or use tax to acquire
agricultural easements and retire bonds issued for their
purchase; to permit local governments to levy a property
tax outside the ten-mill limitation to acquire, supervise,
and enforce agricultural easements and to issue genera
obligation bonds to finance them; and to authorize the
extinguishment of agricultural easements under specified
circumstances.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sate of Ohio:

SectioN 1. That sections 133.07, 317.08, 317.32, 5301.67, 5301.68,
5301.69, 5705.19, and 5739.026 be amended and sections 133.60, 133.61,
901.21, 901.22, 5301.691, and 5301.692 of the Revised Code be enacted to
read as follows:

Sec. 133.07. (A) A county shall not incur, without a vote of the electors,
either of the following:

(1) Net indebtedness for all purposes that exceeds an amount equal to
one per cent of itstax valuation;

(2) Net indebtedness for the purpose of paying the county's share of the
cost of the construction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of state
highways that exceeds an amount equal to one-half of one per cent of its tax
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valuation.

(B) A county shall not incur total net indebtedness that exceeds an
amount equal to the one of the following limitations that applies to the
county:

(1) A county with a valuation not exceeding one hundred million
dollars, three per cent of that tax valuation;

(2) A county with atax valuation exceeding one hundred million dollars
but not exceeding three hundred million dollars, three million dollars plus
one and one-half per cent of that tax valuation in excess of one hundred
million dollars;

(3) A county with a tax vauation exceeding three hundred million
dollars, six million dollars plus two and one-half per cent of that tax
valuation in excess of three hundred million dollars.

(C) In caculating the net indebtedness of a county, none of the
following securities shall be considered:

(1) Securities described in section 307.201 of the Revised Code;

(2) Self-supporting securities issued for any purposes, including, but not
limited to, any of the following general purposes:

(a) Water systems or facilities,

(b) Sanitary sewerage systems or facilities, or surface and storm water
drainage and sewerage systems or facilities, or a combination of those
systems or facilities;

(c) County or joint county scrap tire collection, storage, monocell,
monofill, or recovery facilities, or any combination of those facilities;

(d) Off-street parking lots, facilities, or buildings, or on-street parking
facilities, or any combination of off-street and on-street parking facilities;

(e) Facilities for the care or treatment of the sick or infirm, and for
housing the persons providing that care or treatment and their families;

(f) Recreational, sports, convention, auditorium, museum, trade show,
and other public attraction facilities,

(g) Facilities for natural resources exploration, development, recovery,
use, and sale;

(h) Correctional and detention facilities and related rehabilitation
facilities.

(3) Securities issued for the purpose of purchasing, constructing,
improving, or extending water or sanitary or surface and storm water
sewerage systems or facilities, or a combination of those systems or
facilities, to the extent that an agreement entered into with another
subdivision requires the other subdivision to pay to the county amounts
equivalent to debt charges on the securities;
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(4) Voted general obligation securities issued for the purpose of
permanent improvements for sanitary sewerage or water systems or facilities
to the extent that the total principal amount of voted securities outstanding
for the purpose does not exceed an amount equal to two per cent of the
county's tax valuation;

(5) Securities issued for permanent improvements to house agencies,
departments, boards, or commissions of the county or of any municipal
corporation located, in whole or in part, in the county, to the extent that the
revenues, other than revenues from unvoted county property taxes, derived
from leases or other agreements between the county and those agencies,
departments, boards, commissions, or municipal corporations relating to the
use of the permanent improvements are sufficient to cover the cost of al
operating expenses of the permanent improvements paid by the county and
debt charges on the securities;

(6) Securities issued pursuant to section 133.08 of the Revised Code;

(7) Securities issued for the purpose of acquiring or constructing roads,
highways, bridges, or viaducts, for the purpose of acquiring or making other
highway permanent improvements, or for the purpose of procuring and
maintaining computer systems for the office of the clerk of any
county-operated municipal court, for the office of the clerk of the court of
common pleas, or for the office of the clerk of the probate, juvenile, or
domestic relations division of the court of common pleas to the extent that
the legislation authorizing the issuance of the securities includes a covenant
to appropriate from moneys distributed to the county pursuant to division
(B) of section 2101.162, 2151.541, 2153.081, 2301.031, or 2303.201 or
Chapter 4501., 4503., 4504., or 5735. of the Revised Code a sufficient
amount to cover debt charges on and financing costs relating to the
securities as they become due;

(8) Securities issued for the purpose of acquiring, constructing,
improving, and equipping a county, multicounty, or multicounty-municipal
jail, workhouse, juvenile detention facility, or correctional facility;

(9) Securities issued for the acquisition, construction, equipping, or
repair of any permanent improvement or any class or group of permanent
improvements enumerated in a resolution adopted pursuant to division (D)
of section 5739.026 of the Revised Code to the extent that the legislation
authorizing the issuance of the securities includes a covenant to appropriate
from moneys received from the taxes authorized under section 5739.023 and
divison (A)(5) of section 5739.026 of the Revised Code an amount
sufficient to pay debt charges on the securities and those moneys shall be
pledged for that purpose;
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(10) Securities issued for county or joint county solid waste or
hazardous waste collection, transfer, or disposal facilities, or resource
recovery and solid or hazardous waste recycling facilities, or any
combination of those facilities;

(11) Securitiesissued for the acquisition, construction, and equipping of
a port authority educational and cultural facility under section 307.671 of
the Revised Code;

(12) Securities issued for the acquisition, construction, equipping, and
improving of a municipal educational and cultural facility under division
(B)(2) of section 307.672 of the Revised Code;

(13) Securities issued for energy conservation measures under section
307.041 of the Revised Code;

(14) Securities issued for the acquisition, construction, equipping,
improving, or repair of a sports facility, including obligations issued to pay
costs of a sports facility under section 307.673 of the Revised Code;

(15) Securities issued under section 755.17 of the Revised Code if the
legislation authorizing issuance of the securities includes a covenant to
appropriate from revenue received from a tax authorized under division
(A)(5) of section 5739.026 and section 5741.023 of the Revised Code an
amount sufficient to pay debt charges on the securities, and the board of
county commissioners pledges that revenue for that purpose, pursuant to
section 755.171 of the Revised Code;

£5)(16) Sales tax supported bonds issued pursuant to section 133.081
of the Revised Code for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, improving,
or equipping any permanent improvement to the extent that the legislation
authorizing the issuance of the sales tax supported bonds pledges county
sales taxes to the payment of debt charges on the sales tax supported bonds
and contains a covenant to appropriate from county sales taxes a sufficient
amount to cover debt charges or the financing costs related to the sales tax
supported bonds as they become due.

(17) Bonds or notes issued under section 133.60 of the Revised Code if
the legislation authorizing issuance of the bonds or notes includes a
covenant to appropriate from revenue received from a tax authorized under
division (A)(9) of section 5739.026 and section 5741.023 of the Revised
Code an amount sufficient to pay the debt charges on the bonds or notes,
and the board of county commissioners pledges that revenue for that
purpose.

(D) In caculating the net indebtedness of a county, no obligation
incurred under division (E) of section 339.06 of the Revised Code shall be
considered.
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Sec. 133.60. (A) As used in this section and in section 133.61 of the
Revised Code:

(2) "Agricultural easement” has the same meaning as in section 5301.67
of the Revised Code.

(2) "Bonds' means notes or bonds.

(B) The board of county commissioners of a county may issue bonds for
the purpose of acquiring agricultural easements. The issuance of the bonds
is subject to this chapter, except that their maturity shall not extend beyond
the expiration of the tax imposed under section 5739.026 of the Revised
Code. The bonds do not constitute general obligations of the county, and
they shall not pledge the full faith and credit or revenue of the county,
except _revenues from the taxes levied under sections 5739.026 and
5741.023 of the Revised Code. The resolution authorizing the bonds shall
appropriate the proceeds of those taxes first to the payment of debt charges
on the bonds, and other appropriations from the proceeds of those taxes shall
be limited to any balance that remains after paying in full the debt charges
on the bonds.

All_moneys raised by the issuance of bonds under this section, after
payment of the costs of issuance and financing costs, shall be used
exclusively for the acquisition of agricultural easements.

Sec. 133.61. The legidative authority of a municipal corporation, board
of county commissioners of a county, or board of township trustees of a
township may issue general obligation bonds for the purpose of acquiring
agricultural easements. The bonds shall be issued in the manner provided in
section 133.18 of the Revised Code and pursuant to this chapter.

All_moneys raised by the issuance of bonds under this section, after
payment _of the costs of issuance and financing costs, shall be used
exclusively for the acquisition of agricultural easements.

Sec. 317.08. Except as provided in division (F) of this section, the
county recorder shall keep six separate sets of records as follows:

(A) A record of deeds, in which shall be recorded all deeds and other
instruments of writing for the absolute and unconditional sale or conveyance
of lands, tenements, and hereditaments; al notices as provided for in
sections 5301.47 to 5301.56 of the Revised Code; al judgments or decrees
in actions brought under section 5303.01 of the Revised Code; 4l
declarations and bylaws as provided for in Chapter 5311. of the Revised
Code; affidavits as provided for in section 5301.252 of the Revised Code; all
certificates as provided for in section 5311.17 of the Revised Code; all
articles dedicating archaeological preserves accepted by the director of the
Ohio historical society under section 149.52 of the Revised Code; all articles
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dedicating nature preserves accepted by the director of natural resources
under section 1517.05 of the Revised Code; al agreements for the
registration of lands as archaeological or historic landmarks under section
149.51 or 149.55 of the Revised Code; al conveyances of conservation
easements and agricultural easements under section 5301.68 of the Revised
Code; al instruments extinguishing agricultural easements under section
901.21 or 5301.691 Of the Revised Code or pursuant to the terms of such an
easement granted to a charitable organization under section 5301.68 Of the
Revised Code; all instruments or orders described in division (B)(2)(c)(ii) of
section 5301.56 of the Revised Code; all no further action letters issued
under section 3746.11 of the Revised Code; all covenants not to sue issued
under section 3746.12 of the Revised Code; any restrictions on the use of
property identified pursuant to division (C)(3) of section 3746.10 of the
Revised Code; and all memoranda of trust, as described in division (A) of
section 5301.255 of the Revised Code, that describe specific real property;

(B) A record of mortgages, in which shall be recorded all of the
following:

(2) All mortgages, including amendments, supplements, modifications,
and extensions of mortgages, or other instruments of writing by which lands,
tenements, or hereditaments are or may be mortgaged or otherwise
conditionally sold, conveyed, affected, or encumbered,;

(2) All executory installment contracts for the sale of land executed after
September 29, 1961, that by their terms are not required to be fully
performed by one or more of the parties to them within one year of the date
of the contracts,

(3) All options to purchase rea estate, including supplements,
modifications, and amendments of the options, but no option of that nature
shall be recorded if it does not state a specific day and year of expiration of
itsvalidity;

(4) Any tax certificate sold under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code,
or memorandum thereof, that is presented for filing of record.

(C) A record of powers of attorney, including all memoranda of trust, as
described in division (A) of section 5301.255 of the Revised Code, that do
not describe specific real property;

(D) A record of plats, in which shall be recorded all plats and maps of
town lots, of the subdivision of town lots, and of other divisions or surveys
of lands, any center line survey of a highway located within the county, the
plat of which shall be furnished by the director of transportation or county
engineer, and all drawings as provided for in Chapter 5311. of the Revised
Code;
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(E) A record of leases, in which shall be recorded all leases, memoranda
of leases, and supplements, modifications, and amendments of leases and
memoranda of |eases,

(F) A record of declarations executed pursuant to section 2133.02 of the
Revised Code and durable powers of attorney for health care executed
pursuant to section 1337.12 of the Revised Code.

All instruments or memoranda of instruments entitled to record shall be
recorded in the proper record in the order in which they are presented for
record. The recorder may index, keep, and record in one volume
unemployment compensation liens, internal revenue tax liens and other liens
in favor of the United States as described in division (A) of section 317.09
of the Revised Code, personal tax liens, mechanic's liens, agricultural
product liens, notices of liens, certificates of satisfaction or partial release of
estate tax liens, discharges of recognizances, excise and franchise tax liens
on corporations, broker's liens, and liens provided for in sections 1513.33,
1513.37, 3752.13, 5111.021, and 5311.18 of the Revised Code.

The recording of an option to purchase real estate, including any
supplement, modification, and amendment of the option, under this section
shall serve as notice to any purchaser of an interest in the real estate covered
by the option only during the period of the validity of the option as stated in
the option.

(G) In lieu of keeping the six separate sets of records required in
divisions (A) to (F) of this section and the records required in division (H)
of this section, a county recorder may record all the instruments required to
be recorded by this section in two separate sets of record books. One set
shall be called the "officia records’ and shall contain the instruments listed
indivisions (A), (B), (C), (E), (F), and (H) of this section. The second set of
records shall contain the instruments listed in division (D) of this section.

(H) Except as provided in division (G) of this section, the county
recorder shall keep a separate set of records containing all corrupt activity
lien notices filed with the recorder pursuant to section 2923.36 of the
Revised Code and a separate set of records containing all medicaid fraud
lien notices filed with the recorder pursuant to section 2933.75 of the
Revised Code.

Sec. 317.32. The county recorder shall charge and collect the following
fees for the recorder's services:

(A) For recording and indexing an instrument when the photocopy or
any similar process is employed, fourteen dollars for the first two pages and
four dollars for each subsequent page, size eight and one-half inches by
fourteen inches, or fraction of a page, including the caption page, of such
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instrument;

(B) For certifying a photocopy from the record previously recorded, one
dollar per page, size eight and one-half inches by fourteen inches, or fraction
of a page; for each certification where the recorder's sedl is required, except
asto instrumentsissued by the armed forces of the United States, fifty cents;

(C) For manual or typewritten recording of assignment or satisfaction of
mortgage or lease or any other marginal entry, four dollars;

(D) For entering any margina reference by separate recorded
instrument, two dollars for each margina reference set out in that
instrument, in addition to the recording fee set forth in division (A) of this
section;

(E) For indexing in the real estate mortgage records, pursuant to
division (D) of section 1309.40 of the Revised Code, financing statements
covering crops growing or to be grown, timber to be cut, minerals or the
like, including oil and gas, accounts subject to division (E) of section
1309.03 of the Revised Code, or fixture filings made pursuant to section
1309.32 of the Revised Code, two dollars for each name indexed;

(F) For recording manually any plat not exceeding six lines, two dollars,
and for each additional line, ten cents;

(G) For filing zoning resolutions, including text and maps, in the office
of the recorder as required under sections 303.11 and 519.11 of the Revised
Code, fifty dollars, regardless of the size or length of the resolutions,

(H) For filing zoning amendments, including text and maps, in the
office of the recorder as required under sections 303.12 and 519.12 of the
Revised Code, ten dollars for the first page and four dollars for each
additional page;

(I) For photocopying a document, other than at the time of recording
and indexing as provided for in division (A) of this section, one dollar per
page, size eight and one-half inches by fourteen inches, or fraction thereof;

(J) For local facsimile transmission of a document, one dollar per page,
size eight and one-half inches by fourteen inches, or fraction thereof; for
long distance facsimile transmission of a document, two dollars per page,
size eight and one-half inches by fourteen inches, or fraction thereof;

(K) For recording a declaration executed pursuant to section 2133.02 of
the Revised Code or a durable power of attorney for health care executed
pursuant to section 1337.12 of the Revised Code, or both a declaration and a
durable power of attorney for health care, at least fourteen dollars but not
more than twenty dollars.

In any county in which the recorder employs the photostatic or any
similar process for recording maps, plats, or prints ke the recorder shall
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determine, charge, and collect for the recording or rerecording of any map,
plat, or print, afee of five cents per square inch, for each square inch of the
map, plat, or print filed for that recording or rerecording, with a minimum
fee of twenty dollars; for certifying a copy from the record, a fee of two
cents per square inch of the record, with a minimum fee of two dollars.

The fees provided in this section shall be paid upon the presentation of
the instruments for record or upon the application for any certified copy of
the record, exeepting except that the payment of fees associated with the
filing and recording of, or the copying of, notices of interna revenue tax
liens and notices of other liens in favor of the United States as described in
divison (A) of section 317.09 of the Revised Code and certificates of
discharge or release of those liens, thepayrment-ferwhieh shall be governed
by section 317.09 of the Revised Code, and the payment of fees for
providing copies of instruments conveying or_extinguishing agricultural
easements to the office of farmland preservation under division (G) of
section 5301.691 Of the Revised Code shall be governed by that division.

Sec. 901.21. (A) As used in this section and section 901.22 of the
Revised Code:

(2) "Agricultural easement"” has the same meaning as in section 5301.67
of the Revised Code.

(2) "Agriculture” means those activities occurring on land devoted
exclusively to agricultural use, as defined in section 5713.30 Of the Revised
Code.

(B) The director of agriculture may acquire real property used
predominantly in agriculture and agricultural easements by gift, devise, or
bequest if such easements are on land that is valued for purposes of real
property taxation at its current value for agricultural use under section
5713.31 Of the Revised Code when the easement is granted. Any terms may
be included in an agricultural easement so acquired that are necessary or
appropriate to preserve on_behaf of the grantor of the easement the
favorable tax_consequences of the gift, devise, or bequest under the "Internal
Revenue Act of 1986." 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C.A. 1, as amended. The
director, by any such means or by purchase or lease, may acquire, or acquire
the use of, stationary personal property or equipment that is located on land
acquired in fee by the director under this section and that iS necessary or
appropriate for the use of the land predominantly in agriculture.

(©) The director may do all things necessary or appropriate to retain the
use of real property acquired in fee under division (B) of this section
predominantly in agriculture, including, without limitation, performing any
of the activities described in division (A)(1) or (2) of section 5713.30 of the
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Revised Code or entering into contracts to lease or rent the real property so
acquired to persons or governmental entities that will use the land
predominantly in agriculture.

(D)(1) When the director considers it to be necessary or appropriate, the
director may sell real property acquired in fee, and stationary personal
property or equipment acquired by gift, devise, bequest, or purchase, under
division (B) of this section on such terms as the director considers to be
advantageous to this state.

(2) An agricultural easement acquired under division (B) of this section
may be extinguished under the circumstances prescribed, and in accordance
with the terms and conditions set forth, in the instrument conveying the
agricultural easement.

(E) There is hereby created in the state treasury the agricultural
easement_purchase fund. The fund shall consist of the proceeds received
from the sale of real and persona property under divison (D) of this
section;_moneys received due to the extinguishment of agricultural
easements acquired by the director under division (B) of this section or
section 5301.691 of the Revised Code; moneys received due to the
extinguishment of agricultural easements purchased with the assistance of
matching grants made under section 901.22 of the Revised Code; qifts,
bequests, devises, and contributions received by the director for the purpose
of acquiring agricultural easements; and grants received from public or
private sources for the purpose of purchasing agricultural easements. The
fund shall be administered by the director, and moneys in the fund shall be
used by the director exclusively to purchase agricultural easements under
division (A) of section 5301.691 of the Revised Code and provide matching
grants under section 901.22 Of the Revised Code to municipa corporations,
counties, townships, and charitable organizations for the purchase of
agricultural easements. Money in the fund shall be used only to purchase
agricultural_easements on land that is valued for purposes of real property
taxation at its current value for agricultural use under section 5713.31 Of the
Revised Code when the easement is purchased.

Sec. 901.22. (A) The director of agriculture, in accordance with Chapter
119. of the Revised Code, shall adopt rules that do all of the following:

(1) Establish procedures and eligibility criteria for making matching
grants to _municipal _corporations, counties, townships, and charitable
organizations described in division (B) of section 5301.69 Of the Revised
Code for the purchase of agricultural easements;

(2) Establish provisions that shall be included in the instrument
conveying to a municipal _corporation, county, township, or charitable
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organization any agricultural easement purchased with matching grant funds
provided by the director under this section, including, without limitation, all
of the following provisions:

(& A _provision stating that an easement so purchased may be
extinguished only if an unexpected change in_the conditions of or
surrounding the land that is subject to the easement makes impossible or
impractical the continued use of the land for the purposes described in the
easement, or if the requirements of the easement are extinguished by judicia
proceedings;

(b) A provision requiring that, upon the sale, exchange, or involuntary
conversion of the land subject to the easement, the holder of the easement
shall be paid an amount of money that is at least equal to the proportionate
value of the easement compared to the total value of the land at the time the
easement was acquired;

(c) A_provision requiring that, upon receipt of the portion of the
proceeds of a sde, exchange, or involuntary conversion described in
divison (A)(2)(b) of this section, the municipal corporation, county,
township, or charitable organization remit to the director an amount of
money equal to the percentage of the cost of purchasing the easement it
received as a matching grant under this section.

Moneys received by the director pursuant to rules adopted under
divison (A)(2)(c) of this section shall be credited to the agricultural
easement purchase fund created in section 901.21 of the Revised Code.

(3) Any other requirements that the director considers to be necessary or
appropriate to implement or administer a program to make matching grants
under this section and monitor those grants.

(B) The director may develop guidelines regarding the acquisition of
agricultural easements by the department of agriculture and the provisions
of instruments conveying those easements. The director may make the
quidelines available to public and private entities authorized to acquire and
hold agricultural easements.

(©) The director may provide technical assistance in developing a
program for the acquisition and monitoring of agricultural easements to
public and private entities authorized to _hold agricultural easements. The
technical _assistance _may _include, without limitation, reviewing and
providing advisory recommendations regarding draft instruments conveying
agricultural easements.

(D) The director may make matching grants from the agricultural
easements purchase fund created in section 901.21 of the Revised Code to
municipal corporations, counties, townships, and charitable organizations
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described in division (B) of section 5301.69 Of the Revised Code, to assist
those political subdivisions and _charitable organizations in_purchasing
agricultural_easements. Application for a matching grant shall be made on
forms prescribed and provided by the director. The matching grants shall be
made in_compliance with the criteria and procedures established in rules
adopted under_this section. Instruments conveying agricultural easements
purchased with matching grant funds provided under this section, at a
minimum, shall include the mandatory provisions set forth in those rules.

(E)(1) The director shall monitor and evaluate the effectiveness and
efficiency of the agricultural easement program as a farmland preservation
tool. On or before July 1, 1999, and the first day of July of each year
thereafter, the director shall prepare and submit a report to the chairpersons
of the standing committees of the senate and the house of representatives
that consider legislation regarding agriculture. The report shall consider and
address the following criteria to determine the program's effectiveness:

(@ The number of agricultural easements purchased during the
preceding vear;

(b) The location of those easements;

(c) The number of acres of land preserved for agricultural use;

(d) The amount of money used by a municipal corporation, township, or
county from its general fund or special fund to purchase the agricultural
easements;

(e) The number of state matching grants given to purchase the
agricultural easements;

(f) The amount of state matching grant moneys used to purchase the
agricultural easements.

(2) The report also shall consider and include, at a minimum, the
following information for each county to determine the program's
efficiency:

(8) The total number of acres in the county;

(b) The total number of acresin current agricultural use;

() The total number of acres preserved for agricultural use in the
preceding vear;

(d) The average cost, per acre, of land preserved for agricultural use in
the preceding year.

Sec. 5301.67. As used in sections 5301.67 to 5301.70 of the Revised
Code;.

(A) "eenservation Conservation easement” means an incorporeal right
or interest in land that is held for the public purpose of retaining land, water,
or wetland areas predominantly in their natural, scenic, open, or wooded
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ferestuse including, without limitation, the use of land in agriculture when
consistent with and in furtherance of the purpose of retaining those areas in
such a condition, or retaining their use predominantly as suitable habitat for
fish, plants, or wildlife; that imposes any limitations on the use or
development of the areas that are appropriate at the time of creation of the
conservation easement to achieve one or more of sueh those purposes, and
that includes appropriate provisions for the holder to enter the property
subject to the easement at reasonable times to ensure compliance with its
provisions.

(B) "Agriculture” means those activities occurring _on_land _devoted
exclusively to agricultural use, as defined in section 5713.30 Of the Revised
Code.

(©) "Agricultural easement” means an incorporeal right or interest in
land that is held for the public purpose of retaining the use of land
predominantly in agriculture; that imposes any limitations on the use or
development of the land that are appropriate at the time of creation of the
easement to achieve that purpose; that is in the form of articles of
dedication, easement, covenant, restriction, or_condition; and that includes
appropriate provisions for_the holder to enter the property subject to the
easement at reasonabl e times to ensure compliance with its provisions.

Sec. 5301.68. An owner of land may grant a conservation easement to
the department of natural resources, a park district created under Chapter
1545. of the Revised Code, a township park district created under section
511.18 of the Revised Code, a conservancy district created under Chapter
6101. of the Revised Code, a soil and water conservation district created
under Chapter 1515. of the Revised Code, a county, a township, a municipal
corporation, or a charitable organization that is authorized to hold
conservation easements by divison (B) of section 5301.69 of the Revised
Code, in the form of articles of dedication, easement, covenant, restriction,
or condition. An owner of land also may grant an agricultural easement to
the director of agriculture; to a municipal corporation, county, or township:;
or_to a charitable organization described in division (B) of section 5301.69
Of the Revised Code. An owner of land may grant an agricultural easement
only on land that is valued for purposes of real property taxation at its
current value for_agricultural use under section 5713.31 Of the Revised
Code when the easement is granted.

All conservation easements and agricultural easements shall be executed
and recorded in the same manner as other instruments conveying interestsin
land.
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Sec. 5301.69. (A) The director of natural resources, the board of park
commissioners of a park district created under Chapter 1545. of the Revised
Code, the board of park commissioners of a township park district created
under section 511.18 of the Revised Code, the board of directors of a
conservancy district created under Chapter 6101. of the Revised Code, the
board of supervisors of a soil and water conservation district created under
Chapter 1515. of the Revised Code, the board of county commissioners of a
county, the board of township trustees of a township, or the legidative
authority of amunicipal corporation may acquire conservation easementsin
the name of the state, the district, or the county, township, or municipal
corporation in the same manner as other interests in land may be acquired
under section 307.02, 307.18, 505.10, 505.261, 511.23, 717.01, 1501.01,
1515.08, 1545.11, or 6101.15 of the Revised Codeand-each. Each officer,
board, or authority acquiring a conservation easement shall name an
appropriate administrative officer, department, or division to supervise and
enforce the easement.

(B) A charitable organization may acquire and hold conservation
easements if it is exempt from federal taxation under subsection 501(a) and
is described in subsection 501(c) of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1954,"
68A Stat. 3, 26 U.S.C. 1, as amended, and organized for any of the
following purposes: the preservation of land areas for public outdoor
recreation or education, or scenic enjoyment; the preservation of historically
important land areas or structures; or the protection of natural environmental
systems. Such a charitable organization also _may acquire and hold
agricultural easements subject to the limitation that it may do so only on
land that is valued for purposes of real property taxation at its current value
for agricultural use under section 5713.31 Of the Revised Code when the
easement is granted.

Sec. 5301.691. (A)(1) Subject to divisions (A)(2) and (E) of this section,
the director of agriculture, with moneys credited to the agricultural easement
purchase fund created in section 901.21 Of the Revised Code, may purchase
agricultural easements in the name of the state.

(2) Not less than thirty days prior to the acquisition of an agricultural
easement under division (A)(1) of this section or the extinguishment of such
an easement purchased under that division, the director shall provide written
notice of the intention to do so to the board of county commissioners of the
county in which the land that is or is proposed to be subject to the easement
or_extinguishment is located, and either to the legidative authority of the
municipal corporation in which the land is located, if it is located in an
incorporated area, or to the board of township trustees of the township in
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which the land is located, if it islocated in an unincorporated area. If, within
thirty days after the director provides the notice, the board of county
commissioners, legidative authority, or board of township trustees requests
an__informational _meeting _with the director regarding the proposed
acquisition _or_extinguishment, the director shall meet with the legidative
authority or board to respond to the board's or authority's questions and
concerns. If a meeting is timely requested under division (A)(2) of this
section, the director shall not undertake the proposed acquisition or
extinguishment until after the meeting has been concluded.

The director, upon the director's own initiative and prior to the purchase
of an agricultural easement under division (A)(1) of this section or the
extinguishment of such an easement, may hold an_informational meeting
with the board of county commissioners and the legislative authority of the
municipal _corporation_or_board of township trustees in which |land that
would be affected by the proposed acquisition or_extinguishment is located,
to respond to any gquestions and concerns of the board or authority regarding
the proposed acquisition or extinguishment.

(B)(1) Subject to division (E) of this section, the legidative authority of
a_ municipal _corporation, board of county commissioners of a county, or
board of trustees of a township, with moneys in the political subdivision's
general fund not required by law or charter to be used for other specified
purposes or with moneys in a special fund of the political subdivision to be
used for_the purchase of agricultural easements, may purchase agricultural
easements in the name of the municipal corporation, county, or township.

(2) Subject to division (E) of this section, the legidative authority of a
municipal corporation, board of county commissioners of a county, or board
of township trustees of a township may acquire agricultural easements by
aift, devise, or bequest. Any terms may be included in_an agricultura
easement so acquired that are necessary or appropriate to preserve on behalf
of the grantor of the easement the favorable tax _consequences of the qift,
devise, or bequest under the "Internal Revenue Act of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085,
26 U.S.C.A. 1, as amended.

(©)(1) The term of an agricultural easement purchased wholly or in part
with money from the agricultural easement purchase fund shall be perpetual
and shall run with the land.

(2) The term of an agricultural easement purchased by such a legislative
authority or board without the use of any money from the agricultura
easement purchase fund may be perpetual or for a specified period. The
agricultural easement shall run with the land. The instrument conveying an
agricultural _easement for a specified period shall include provisions
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specifying, at aminimum, all of the following:

(@ The consideration to be paid for the easement and manner of
payment;

(b) Whether the easement is renewable and, if so, procedures for its
renewal;

(¢) The circumstances under which the easement may be extinguished:

(d) The method for determining the amount of money, if any, due the
holder of the easement upon extinguishment and for payment of that amount
to the holder.

(D) The director and each legislative authority of a municipal
corporation, board of county commissioners, or board of township trustees,
upon acquiring an agricultural easement by purchase, qift, devise, or bequest
under_this section or_section 901.21 of the Revised Code, shal name an
appropriate administrative officer, department, or division to supervise and
enforce the easement. A legisative authority or board may enter into a
contract with the board of park commissioners of a park district established
under Chapter 1545. of the Revised Code, the board of park commissioners
of atownship park district established under section 511.18 of the Revised
Code, or the board of supervisors of a soil and water conservation district
established under Chapter 1515. of the Revised Code having territoria
jurisdiction within the municipal corporation, county, or township, or with a
charitable organization described in division (B) of section 5301.69 of the
Revised Code, to supervise on behalf of the legidative authority or board an
agricultural easement so acquired. The contract may be entered into on such
terms as are agreeable to the parties and shall specify or prescribe a method
for determining the amounts of any payments to be made by the legidative
authority or board of county commissioners or township trustees for the
performance of the contract.

(E) The director; a municipal corporation, county, or township; or a
charitable organization described in division (B) of section 5301.69 Of the
Revised Code, may acquire agricultural easements by purchase, qift, devise,
or_bequest only on land that is valued for purposes of real property taxation
at its current value for agricultural use under section 5713.31 Of the Revised
Code when the easement is granted.

(E) An agricultural easement acquired by the director under division (A)
of this section may be extinguished if an unexpected change in the
conditions of or surrounding the land that is subject to the easement makes
impossible or impractical the continued use of the land for the purposes
described in _the agricultural easement, or if the requirements of the
easement are extinguished by judicial proceedings. Upon the sale, exchange,
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or_involuntary conversion of the land subject to the easement, the director
shall be paid an amount of money that is at least equal to the proportionate
value of the easement compared to the total value of the land at the time the
easement_was acquired. Moneys so _received shall be credited to the
agricultural easement purchase fund created in section 901.21 of the Revised
Code.

An agricultural easement acquired by a municipal corporation, county,
or township under division (B) of this section may be extinquished under the
circumstances prescribed, and in accordance with the terms and conditions
set forth, in the instrument conveying the agricultural easement. An
agricultural _easement _acquired by a charitable organization described in
division (B) of section 5301.69 of the Revised Code may be extinguished
under_the circumstances prescribed, and in_accordance with the terms and
conditions set forth, in the instrument conveying the agricultural easement.

Any instrument extinguishing an agricultural easement shall be
executed and recorded in the same manner as other_instruments conveying
or terminating interests in real property.

(G) Promptly after the recording and indexing of an instrument
conveying an _agricultural easement to _any person or to a municipa
corporation, county, or_township_or_of an_instrument extinguishing an
agricultural easement held by any person or such a political subdivision, the
county recorder shall mail, by regular mail, a photocopy of the instrument to
the office of farmland preservation in the department of agriculture. The
photocopy shall be accompanied by an invoice for the applicable fee
established in section 317.32 of the Revised Code. Promptly after receiving
the photocopy and invoice, the office of farmland preservation shall remit
the fee to the county recorder.

(H) The director, the legidative authority of a municipal corporation, a
board of county commissioners, or a board of township trustees may receive
and _expend grants from any public or private source for the purpose of
purchasing agricultural easements and supervising and enforcing them.

Sec. 5301.692. The legidative authority of a municipal corporation,
board of county commissioners of a county, or board of township trustees of
atownship, in addition to the legisative authority's or board's other powers,
may hold land or interests in land for the purpose of retaining the use of the
land predominantly in agriculture. The authority and boards may do all
things necessary or appropriate to achieve that purpose, including, without
l[imitation, performing any of the activities described in division (A)(1) or
(2) of section 5713.30 of the Revised Code or_entering into _contracts to
lease or rent the land or interests in land so held to persons or governmental
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entities who will use the land predominantly in agriculture.

Sec. 5705.19. This section does not apply to school districts or county
school financing districts.

The taxing authority of any subdivision at any time and in any year, by
vote of two-thirds of all the members of the taxing authority, may declare by
resolution and certify the resolution to the board of elections not less than
seventy-five days before the election upon which it will be voted that the
amount of taxes that may be raised within the ten-mill limitation will be
insufficient to provide for the necessary requirements of the subdivision and
that it is necessary to levy atax in excess of that limitation for any of the
following purposes:

(A) For current expenses of the subdivision, except that the total levy
for current expenses of a detention home district or district organized under
section 2151.65 of the Revised Code shall not exceed two mills and that the
total levy for current expenses of a combined district organized under
sections 2151.34 and 2151.65 of the Revised Code shall not exceed four
mills;

(B) For the payment of debt charges on certain described bonds, notes,
or certificates of indebtedness of the subdivision issued subsequent to
January 1, 1925;

(C) For the debt charges on all bonds, notes, and certificates of
indebtedness issued and authorized to be issued prior to January 1, 1925;

(D) For a public library of, or supported by, the subdivison under
whatever law organized or authorized to be supported,;

(E) For a municipal university, not to exceed two mills over the
limitation of one mill prescribed in section 3349.13 of the Revised Code;

(F) For the construction or acquisition of any specific permanent
improvement or class of improvements that the taxing authority of the
subdivision may include in asingle bond issue;

(G) For the general construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, and repair
of streets, roads, and bridges in municipal corporations, counties, or
townships;

(H) For recreational purposes;

(I) For the purpose of providing and maintaining fire apparatus,
appliances, buildings, or sites therefor, or sources of water supply and
materials therefor, or the establishment and maintenance of lines of fire
alarm telegraph, or the payment of permanent, part-time, or volunteer
firefighters or fire-fighting companies to operate the same, including the
payment of the firefighters employer's contribution required under section
742.34 of the Revised Code, or to purchase ambulance equipment, or to
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provide ambulance, paramedic, or other emergency medical services
operated by afire department or fire-fighting company;

(J) For the purpose of providing and maintaining motor vehicles,
communications, and other equipment used directly in the operation of a
police department, or the payment of salaries of permanent police personnel,
including the payment of the police employer's contribution required under
section 742.33 of the Revised Code, or the payment of the costs incurred by
townships as a result of contracts made with other political subdivisions in
order to obtain police protection, or to provide ambulance or emergency
medical services operated by a police department;

(K) For the maintenance and operation of a county home;

(L) For community mental retardation and developmental disabilities
programs and services pursuant to Chapter 5126. of the Revised Code,
except that the procedure for such levies shall be as provided in section
5705.222 of the Revised Code;

(M) For regional planning;

(N) For a county's share of the cost of maintaining and operating
schools, district detention homes, forestry camps, or other facilities, or any
combination thereof established under section 2151.34 or 2151.65 of the
Revised Code or both of those sections;

(O) For providing for flood defense, providing and maintaining a flood
wall or pumps, and other purposes to prevent floods;

(P) For maintaining and operating sewage disposal plants and facilities;

(Q) For the purpose of purchasing, acquiring, constructing, enlarging,
improving, equipping, reparing, maintaining, or operating, or any
combination of the foregoing, a county transit system pursuant to sections
306.01 to 306.13 of the Revised Code, or to make any payment to a board of
county commissioners operating a transit system or a county transit board
pursuant to section 306.06 of the Revised Code;

(R) For the subdivision's share of the cost of acquiring or constructing
any schools, forestry camps, detention homes, or other facilities, or any
combination thereof under section 2151.34 or 2151.65 of the Revised Code
or both of those sections;

(S) For the prevention, control, and abatement of air pollution;

(T) For maintaining and operating cemeteries,

(U) For providing ambulance service, emergency medical service, or
both;

(V) For providing for the collection and disposal of garbage or refuse,
including yard waste;

(W) For the payment of the police employer's contribution or the
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firefighters employer's contribution required under sections 742.33 and
742.34 of the Revised Code;

(X) For the construction and maintenance of a drainage improvement
pursuant to section 6131.52 of the Revised Code;

(Y) For providing or maintaining senior citizens services or facilities as
authorized by section 307.694, 307.85, 505.70, 505.706, or division (EE) of
section 717.01 of the Revised Code;

(2) For the provision and maintenance of zoological park services and
facilities as authorized under section 307.76 of the Revised Code;

(AA) For the maintenance and operation of a free public museum of art,
science, or history;

(BB) For the establishment and operation of a 9-1-1 system, as defined
in section 4931.40 of the Revised Code;

(CC) For the purpose of acquiring, rehabilitating, or developing rail
property or rail service. As used in this division, "rail property” and "rail
service" have the same meanings as in section 4981.01 of the Revised Code.
This division applies only to a county, township, or municipal corporation.

(DD) For the purpose of acquiring property for, constructing, operating,
and maintaining community centers as provided for in section 755.16 of the
Revised Code;

(EE) For the creation and operation of an office or joint office of
economic development, for any economic development purpose of the
office, and to otherwise provide for the establishment and operation of a
program of economic development pursuant to sections 307.07 and 307.64
of the Revised Code;

(FF) For the purpose of acquiring, establishing, constructing, improving,
equipping, maintaining, or operating, or any combination of the foregoing, a
township airport, landing field, or other air navigation facility pursuant to
section 505.15 of the Revised Code;

(GG) For the payment of costs incurred by a township as a result of a
contract made with a county pursuant to section 505.263 of the Revised
Code in order to pay al or any part of the cost of constructing, maintaining,
repairing, or operating a water supply improvement;

(HH) For a board of township trustees to acquire, other than by
appropriation, an ownership interest in land, water, or wetlands, or to restore
or maintain land, water, or wetlands in which the board has such an interest,
not for purposes of recreation, but for the purposes of protecting and
preserving the natural, scenic, open, or wooded condition of the land, water,
or wetlands against modification or encroachment resulting from
occupation, development, or other use, which may be styled as protecting or
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preserving "greenspace” in the resolution, notice of election, or ballot form;

(I1) For the support by a county of a crime victim assistance program
that is provided and maintained by a county agency or a private, nonprofit
corporation or association under section 307.62 of the Revised Code;

(3J) For any or all of the purposes set forth in divisions (1) and (J) of this
section. Thisdivision applies only to atownship.

(KK) For a countywide public safety communications system under
section 307.63 of the Revised Code. This division applies only to counties.

(LL) For the support by a county of criminal justice services under
section 307.45 of the Revised Code;

(MM) For the purpose of maintaining and operating a jail or other
detention facility as defined in section 2921.01 of the Revised Code;

(NN) For purchasing, maintaining, or improving, or any combination of
the foregoing, real estate on which to hold agricultural fairs. This division
applies only to a county.

(OO) For constructing, rehabilitating, repairing, or maintaining
sidewalks, walkways, trails, bicycle pathways, or similar improvements, or
acquiring ownership interests in land necessary for the foregoing
improvements, by a board of township trustees,

(PP) For both of the purposes set forth in divisions (G) and (OO) of this
section. Thisdivision applies only to atownship.

(QQ) For the legidative authority of a municipal corporation, board of
county commissioners of a county, or board of township trustees of a
township to acquire agricultural easements, as defined in section 5301.67 of
the Revised Code, and to supervise and enforce the easements.

The resolution shall be confined to the purpose or purposes described in
one division of this section, to which the revenue derived therefrom shall be
applied. The existence in any other division of this section of authority to
levy a tax for any part or al of the same purpose or purposes does not
preclude the use of such revenues for any part of the purpose or purposes of
the division under which the resolution is adopted.

The resolution shall specify the amount of the increase in rate that it is
necessary to levy, the purpose thereof, and the number of years during
which the increase in rate shall be in effect, which may or may not include a
levy upon the duplicate of the current year. The number of years may be any
number not exceeding five, except as follows:

(1) When the additional rate is for the payment of debt charges, the
increased rate shall be for the life of the indebtedness.

(2) When the additional rate is for any of the following, the increased
rate shall be for a continuing period of time:




Am. Sub. S. B. No. 223
22

(a) For the current expenses for a detention home district, a district
organized under section 2151.65 of the Revised Code, or a combined district
organized under sections 2151.34 and 2151.65 of the Revised Code;

(b) For providing a county's share of the cost of maintaining and
operating schools, district detention homes, forestry camps, or other
facilities, or any combination thereof, established under section 2151.34 or
2151.65 of the Revised Code or under both of those sections.

(3) When the additional rate is for any of the following, the increased
rate may be for a continuing period of time:

(a) For the purposes set forth in division (1), (J), (U), or (KK) of this
section;

(b) For the maintenance and operation of ajoint recreation district;

(c) A levy imposed by a township for the purposes set forth in division
(G) of this section.

(4) When the increase is for the purpose set forth in division (D) or (CC)
of this section or for both of the purposes set forth in divisions (G) and (OO)
of this section, the tax levy may be for any specified number of years or for
acontinuing period of time, as set forth in the resolution.

(5) When the additional rate is for the purpose described in division (Z)
of this section, the increased rate shall be for any number of years not
exceeding ten.

A levy for the purposes set forth in division (1), (J), or (U) of this
section, and a levy imposed by a township for the purposes set forth in
division (G) of this section, may be reduced pursuant to section 5705.261 or
5705.31 of the Revised Code. A levy for the purposes set forth in division
(D), (J), or (V) of this section, and a levy imposed by a township for the
purposes set forth in division (G) of this section, may also be terminated or
permanently reduced by the taxing authority if it adopts a resolution stating
that the continuance of the levy is unnecessary and the levy shall be
terminated or that the millage is excessive and the levy shall be decreased by
a designated amount.

A resolution of a detention home district, a district organized under
section 2151.65 of the Revised Code, or a combined district organized under
both sections 2151.34 and 2151.65 of the Revised Code may include both
current expenses and other purposes, provided that the resolution shall
apportion the annual rate of levy between the current expenses and other
purpose or purposes. The apportionment need not be the same for each year
of the levy, but the respective portions of the rate actually levied each year
for the current expenses and the other purpose or purposes shall be limited
by the apportionment.
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Whenever a board of county commissioners, acting either as the taxing
authority of its county or as the taxing authority of a sewer district or
subdistrict created under Chapter 6117. of the Revised Code, by resolution
declares it necessary to levy atax in excess of the ten-mill limitation for the
purpose of constructing, improving, or extending sewage disposal plants or
sewage systems, the tax may be in effect for any number of years not
exceeding twenty, and the proceeds thereof, notwithstanding the general
provisons of this section, may be used to pay debt charges on any
obligations issued and outstanding on behalf of the subdivision for the
purposes enumerated in this paragraph, provided that any such obligations
have been specifically described in the resolution.

The resolution shall go into immediate effect upon its passage, and no
publication of the resolution is necessary other than that provided for in the
notice of election.

When the electors of a subdivision have approved atax levy under this
section, the taxing authority of the subdivision may anticipate a fraction of
the proceeds of the levy and issue anticipation notes in accordance with
section 5705.191 or 5705.193 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 5739.026. (A) A board of county commissioners may levy atax of
one-fourth or one-half of one per cent on every retail sale in the county,
except sales of watercraft and outboard motors required to be titled pursuant
to Chapter 1548. of the Revised Code and sales of motor vehicles, and may
increase an existing rate of one-fourth of one per cent to one-half of one per
cent, to pay the expenses of administering the tax and, except as provided in
divison (A)(6) of this section, for any one or more of the following
purposes:

(1) To provide additional revenues for the payment of bonds or notes
issued in anticipation of bonds issued by a convention facilities authority
established by the board of county commissioners under Chapter 351. of the
Revised Code and to provide additional operating revenues for the
convention facilities authority;

(2) To provide additional revenues for a transit authority operating in
the county;

(3) To provide additional revenue for the county's general fund;

(4) To provide additional revenue for permanent improvements within
the county to be distributed by the community improvements board in
accordance with section 307.283 and to pay principal, interest, and premium
on bonds issued under section 433332 307.284 of the Revised Code;

(5) To provide additional revenue for the acquisition, construction,
equipping, or repair of any specific permanent improvement or any class or
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group of permanent improvements, which improvement or class or group of
improvements shall be enumerated in the resolution required by division (D)
of this section, and to pay principal, interest, premium, and other costs
associated with the issuance of bonds or notes in anticipation of bonds
issued pursuant to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code for the acquisition,
construction, equipping, or repair of the specific permanent improvement or
class or group of permanent improvements;

(6) To provide revenue for the implementation and operation of a 9-1-1
system in the county. If the tax is levied or the rate increased exclusively for
such purpose, the tax shall not be levied or the rate increased for more than
five years. At the end of the last year the tax is levied or the rate increased,
any balance remaining in the special fund established for such purpose shall
remain in that fund and be used exclusively for such purpose until the fund
iIs completely expended, and, notwithstanding section 5705.16 of the
Revised Code, the board of county commissioners shall not petition for the
transfer of money from such special fund, and the tax commissioner shall
not approve such a petition.

If the tax is levied or the rate increased for such purpose for more than
five years, the board of county commissioners also shall levy the tax or
increase the rate of the tax for one or more of the purposes described in
divisions (A)(1) to (5) of this section and shall prescribe the method for
allocating the revenues from the tax each year in the manner required by
division (C) of this section.

(7) To provide additional revenue for the operation or maintenance of a
detention facility, as that term is defined under division (F) of section
2921.01 of the Revised Code;

(8) To provide revenue to finance the construction or renovation of a
sports facility, but only if the tax is levied for that purpose in the manner
prescribed by section 5739.028 of the Revised Code.

Asused in division (A)(8) of this section:

(a) "Sports facility” means a facility intended to house major league
professional athletic teams.

(b) "Constructing” or "construction" includes providing fixtures,
furnishings, and equi pment.

(9) To provide additiona revenue for the acquisition of agricultural
easements, as defined in section 5301.67 of the Revised Code; to pay
principal, interest, and premium on bonds issued under section 133.60 of the
Revised Code; and for the supervision and enforcement of agricultural
easements held by the county.

Pursuant to section 755.171 of the Revised Code, a board of county
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commissioners may pledge and contribute revenue from atax levied for the
purpose of division (A)(5) of this section to the payment of debt charges on
bonds issued under section 755.17 of the Revised Code.

The rate of tax shall be a multiple of one-fourth of one per cent, unlessa
portion of the rate of an existing tax levied under section 5739.023 of the
Revised Code has been reduced, and the rate of tax levied under this section
has been increased, pursuant to section 5739.028 of the revised—code
Revised Code, in which case the aggregate of the rates of tax levied under
this section and section 5739.023 of the Revised Code shall be a multiple of
one-fourth of one per cent. The tax shall be levied and the rate increased
pursuant to a resolution adopted by a majority of the members of the board.

Prior to the adoption of any resolution to levy the tax or to increase the
rate of tax exclusively for the purpose set forth in division (A)(3) of this
section, the board of county commissioners shall conduct two public
hearings on the resolution, the second hearing to be no fewer than three nor
more than ten days after the first. Notice of the date, time, and place of the
hearings shall be given by publication in a newspaper of general circulation
in the county once a week on the same day of the week for two consecutive
weeks, the second publication being no fewer than ten nor more than thirty
days prior to the first hearing. The resolution shall become effective on the
first day of the month specified in the resolution but not earlier than the first
day of the month following the expiration of sixty days from the date of its
adoption, subject to a referendum as provided in sections 305.31 to 305.41
of the Revised Code, unless the resolution is adopted as an emergency
measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety, in which case it shall go into effect on the first day of the
month following the expiration of thirty days from the date of notice by the
board of county commissioners to the tax commissioner of its adoption. The
emergency measure shall receive an affirmative vote of all of the members
of the board of county commissioners and shall state the reasons for the
necessity.

If the tax is for more than one of the purposes set forth in divisien
divisions (A)(1) to (7) and (9) of this section or is exclusively for one of the
purposes set forth in division (A)(1), (2), (4), (5), (6), eF (7)._or (9) of this
section, the resolution shall not go into effect unless it is approved by a
majority of the electors voting on the question of the tax.

(B) The board of county commissioners shall adopt a resolution under
section 351.02 of the Revised Code creating the convention facilities
authority, or under section 307.283 of the Revised Code creating the
community improvements board, before adopting a resolution levying a tax
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for the purpose of a convention facilities authority under division (A)(1) of
this section or for the purpose of a community improvements board under
division (A)(4) of this section.

(C)(2) If the tax isto be used for more than one of the purposes set forth
in divisions (A)(1) to (7) and (9) of this section, the board of county
commissioners shall establish the method that will be used to determine the
amount or proportion of the tax revenue received by the county during each
year that will be distributed for each of those purposes, including, if
applicable, provisions governing the reallocation of a convention facilities
authority's alocation if the authority is dissolved while the tax is in effect.
The allocation method may provide that different proportions or amounts of
the tax shall be distributed among the purposes in different years, but it shall
clearly describe the method that will be used for each year. Except as
otherwise provided in division (C)(2) of this section, the allocation method
established by the board is not subject to amendment during the life of the
tax.

(2) Subsequent to holding a public hearing on the proposed amendment,
the board of county commissioners may amend the allocation method
established under division (C)(1) of this section for any year if the
amendment is approved by the governing board of each entity whose
allocation for the year would be reduced by the proposed amendment. In the
case of atax that islevied for a continuing period of time, the board may not
so amend the alocation method for any year before the sixth year that the
tax isin effect.

(&) If the additional revenues provided to the convention facilities
authority are pledged by the authority for the payment of convention
facilities authority revenue bonds for as long as such bonds are outstanding,
no reduction of the authority's allocation of the tax shall be made for any
year except to the extent that the reduced authority alocation, when
combined with the authority's other revenues pledged for that purpose, is
sufficient to meet the debt service requirements for that year on such bonds.

(b) If the additional revenues provided to the county are pledged by the
county for the payment of bonds or notes +ssued-tnderChapter133—of-the
Revised-Cede described in division (A)(4) or (5) of this section, for as long
as such bonds or notes are outstanding, no reduction of the county's or the
community improvements board's alocation of the tax shall be made for any
year except to the extent that the reduced county or community
improvements board allocation is sufficient to meet the debt service
requirements for that year on such bonds or notes.

(c) If the additional revenues provided to the transit authority are
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pledged by the authority for the payment of revenue bonds issued under
section 306.37 of the Revised Code, for as long as such bonds are
outstanding, no reduction of the authority's allocation of tax shall be made
for any year except to the extent that the authority's reduced allocation,
when combined with the authority's other revenues pledged for that purpose,
is sufficient to meet the debt service requirements for that year on such
bonds.

(d) If the additional revenues provided to the county are pledged by the
county for the payment of bonds or notes issued under section 133.60 of the
Revised Code, for so long as the bonds or notes are outstanding, no
reduction of the county's allocation of the tax shall be made for any year
except to the extent that the reduced county allocation is sufficient to meet
the debt service requirements for that year on the bonds or notes.

(D)(1) The resolution levying the tax or increasing the rate of tax shall
state the rate of the tax or the rate of the increase; the purpose or purposes
for which it is to be levied; the number of years for which it is to be levied
or that it is for a continuing period of time; the allocation method required
by division (C) of this section; and if required to be submitted to the electors
of the county under division (A) of this section, the date of the election at
which the proposal shall be submitted to the electors of the county, which
shall be not less than seventy-five days after the certification of a copy of
the resolution to the board of elections and, if the tax is to be levied
exclusively for the purpose set forth in division (A)(3) of this section, shall
not occur in February or August of any year. Upon certification of the
resolution to the board of elections, the board of county commissioners shall
notify the tax commissioner in writing of the levy question to be submitted
to the electors. If approved by a mgority of the electors, the tax shall
become effective on the first day of the month specified in the resolution but
not earlier than the first day of the month next following the thirtieth day
following the certification of the results of the election to the board of
county commissioners and the tax commissioner by the board of elections.

(2)(a) A resolution specifying that the tax is to be used exclusively for
the purpose set forth in division (A)(3) of this section that is not adopted as
an emergency measure may direct the board of elections to submit the
question of levying the tax or increasing the rate of the tax to the electors of
the county at a special election held on the date specified by the board of
county commissioners in the resolution, provided that the election occurs
not less than seventy-five days after the resolution is certified to the board of
elections and the election is not held in February or August of any year.
Upon certification of the resolution to the board of elections, the board of
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county commissioners shall notify the tax commissioner in writing of the
levy question to be submitted to the electors. No resolution adopted under
division (D)(2)(a) of this section shall go into effect unless approved by a
majority of those voting upon it and not until the first day of the month
specified in the resolution but not earlier than the first day of the month
following the expiration of thirty days from the date of the notice to the tax
commissioner by the board of elections of the affirmative vote.

(b) A resolution specifying that the tax is to be used exclusively for the
purpose set forth in division (A)(3) of this section that is adopted as an
emergency measure shall become effective as provided in division (A) of
this section but may direct the board of elections to submit the question of
repealing the tax or increase in the rate of the tax to the electors of the
county at the next general election in the county occurring not less than
seventy-five days after the resolution is certified to the board of elections.
Upon certification of the resolution to the board of elections, the board of
county commissioners shall notify the tax commissioner in writing of the
levy question to be submitted to the electors. The ballot question shall be the
same as that prescribed in section 5739.022 of the Revised Code. The board
of elections shal notify the board of county commissioners and the tax
commissioner of the result of the election immediately after the result has
been declared. If a mgjority of the qualified electors voting on the question
of repealing the tax or increase in the rate of the tax vote for repeal of the tax
or repeal of the increase, the board of county commissioners, on the first day
of the month following the expiration of thirty days after the date it received
notice of the result of the election, shall, in the case of a repeal of the tax,
cease to levy the tax, or, in the case of arepeal of an increase in the rate of
the tax, cease to levy the increased rate and levy the tax at the rate at which
it was imposed immediately prior to the increase in rate.

(E) The tax levied pursuant to this section shall be in addition to the tax
levied by section 5739.02 of the Revised Code and any tax levied pursuant
to section 5739.021 or 5739.023 of the Revised Code.

A county that levies atax pursuant to this section shall levy atax at the
same rate pursuant to section 5741.023 of the Revised Code.

The additional tax levied by the county shall be collected pursuant to
section 5739.025 of the Revised Code.

Any tax levied pursuant to this section is subject to the exemptions
provided in section 5739.02 of the Revised Code and in addition shall not be
applicable to sales not within the taxing power of a county under the
eonstitution Constitution of the United States or the eenstitution-of-this-state
Ohio Constitution.
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SecTiON 2. That existing sections 133.07, 317.08, 317.32, 5301.67,
5301.68, 5301.69, 5705.19, and 5739.026 of the Revised Code are hereby
repealed.
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SecTioN 3. Section 133.07 of the Revised Code is presented in this act
as a composite of the section as amended by both Am. Sub. H.B. 627 and
Am. SB. 61 of the 121st General Assembly, with the new language of
neither of the acts shown in capital letters. Section 5705.19 of the Revised
Code is presented in this act as a composite of the section as amended by
both Am. Sub. H.B. 336 and Am. Sub. H.B. 368 of the 122nd General
Assembly, with the new language of neither of the acts shown in capital
letters. Thisisin recognition of the principle stated in division (B) of section
1.52 of the Revised Code that such amendments are to be harmonized where
not substantively irreconcilable and constitutes a legislative finding that
such isthe resulting version in effect prior to the effective date of this act.

Soeaker of the House of Representatives.

President of the Senate.

Passed , 20

Approved , 20

Governor.
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

Director, Legidative Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the
day of ,A.D. 20 :

Secretary of Sate.

File No. Effective Date




