As Introduced

126th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 189
2005-2006

Representatives Walcher, Webster

A BILL

To amend sections 955.11, 955.22, 955.28, 955.99,
1901. 18, 1907.031, and 4741.03 and to enact
section 955.222 of the Revised Code to establish a
process by which owners, keepers, or harborers of
dogs that have been desi gnated as dangerous or
vi ci ous may appeal that designation, to revise the
definitions of "dangerous dog," "vicious dog," and
"wi thout provocation," to increase the fee inposed
for the transfer of ownership of a dog, and to

make ot her changes to the | aws governi ng dogs.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 955.11, 955.22, 955.28, 955.99,
1901. 18, 1907. 031, and 4741.03 be anended and section 955.222 of

the Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 955.11. (A As used in this section:

(1) (a) "Dangerous dog" neans a dog that, w thout provocation,
and subject to division (A)(1)(b) of this section, has chased or
approached any person in either a nenaci ng fashi on er—an—-apparent
atttude—of—attaeck, oF has attenpted to bite or otherw se endanger

any person, or has caused injury other than serious physical harm

to any person while that dog is off the prenises of its owner
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keeper, or harborer and not under the reasenable physical contro

of its owner, keeper, harborer, or sone other responsible persons-

hvsicall . I g w L ocked i
a—top—tocked tenced yard—orother locked enclosure vwhich-hasa
top.

(b) "Dangerous dog" does not include a police dog that has
chased or approached any person in erther a nenacing fashi on er—an
apparent—attitude of attack— or has attenpted to bite or otherw se
endanger any person while the police dog is being used to assi st
one or nore | aw enforcenent officers in the performance of their

official duties.

(2) "Menacing fashion" neans that a dog woul d cause any
person bei ng chased or approached to reasonably believe that the

dog will cause physical injury to that person

(3) "Police dog" neans a dog that has been trained, and may
be used, to assist one or nore | aw enforcenent officers in the

performance of their official duties.

(4)(a) "Vicious dog" neans a dog that, w-thoutprovecation
and subject to division (A (4)(b) of this section, neets any of

the foll ow ng:

(i) Has killed or caused serious iAjuy physical harmto any

person w t hout provocation

(ii) Has - ’ I L : - ’
to—any—person—or—has killed another dog— w thout provocation

harboringof avicious—dog Has been possessed, trained, or used

for purposes of dogfighting.

(b) "Vicious dog" does not include either of the follow ng:
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(i) A police dog that has killed or caused serious ihjury

physi cal harmto any person or that has caused injury, other than

killing or serious +nfdury physical harm to any person while the

police dog is being used to assist one or nore | aw enforcenent

officers in the performance of their official duties;

(ii) A dog that has killed or caused serious +rjdury physical
harmto any person while a person was conmtting or attenpting to
commit a trespass or other crimnal offense on the property of the

owner, keeper, or harborer of the dog.

(5) "Wthout provocation" nmeans that a dog was not teased,

tormented, e+ physically abused, or attenpted to be physically

abused by a person or_another animal, or that the dog was not

coming to the aid or the defense of a person who was not engaged
inillegal or crimnal activity and who was not using the dog as a

means of carrying out such activity.

(6) "Serious physical harnmi neans physical harmthat invol ves

any of the follow ng:

(a) A substantial risk of death:

(b) Permanent incapacity. whether partial or total. or

tenporary, substantial incapacity;

(c) Permanent disfiqgurenent or tenporary, Serious

di sfi gurenent

(d) Acute pain of a duration that results in substanti al

suffering;

(e) Any dearee of prolonged or intractable pain.

(B) Upon the transfer of ownership of any dog, the seller of
the dog shall give the buyer a transfer of ownership certificate
that shall be signed by the seller. The certificate shall contain
the registration nunber of the dog, the nane of the seller, and a

brief description of the dog. Blank forns of the certificate may
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be obtained fromthe county auditor. A transfer of ownership shal
be recorded by the auditor upon presentation of a transfer of

ownership certificate that is signed by the former owner of a dog

and that is acconpanied by a fee of twenty-five cents one dollar.

(C Prior to the transfer of ownership or possession of any
dog, upon the buyer's or other transferee's request, the seller or
ot her transferor of the dog shall give to the person a witten

notice relative to the behavi or and propensities of the dog.

(D) Wthin ten days after the transfer of ownership or
possessi on of any dog, if the seller or other transferor of the
dog has know edge that the dog is a dangerous or vicious dog, he

the seller or other transferor shall give to the buyer or other

transferee, the board of health for the district in which the
buyer or other transferee resides, and the dog warden of the
county in which the buyer or other transferee resides, a conpleted

copy of a witten formon which the seller or other transferor

shall furnish the follow ng infornation:

(1) The nane and address of the buyer or other transferee of

the dog;

(2) The age, sex, color, breed, and current registration

nurber of the dog.

In addition, the seller or other transferor shall answer the

foll owi ng questions, which shall be specifically stated on the

formas foll ows:

"Has the dog ever chased or attenpted to attack or bite a
person? |If yes, describe the incident(s) in which the behavior

occurred.”

"Has the dog ever bitten a person? If yes, describe the

i ncident(s) in which the behavior occurred.”

"Has the dog ever seriously injured or killed a person? If
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yes, describe the incident(s) in which the behavior occurred."

The dog warden of the county in which the seller or other
transferor resides shall furnish the formto the seller or other

transferor at no cost.

(E) No seller or other transferor of a dog shall fail to
conply with the applicable requirenents of divisions (B) to (D) of

this section.

Sec. 955.22. (A) As used in this section—dangerous:

(1) "Dangerous dog" and "vicious dog" have the sane neani ngs
as in section 955.11 of the Revised Code.

(2) "locked" neans secured with a device that requires a key

or _conbination to open

(B) No owner, keeper, or harborer of any femal e dog shal
permit it to go beyond the prem ses of the owner, keeper, or
harborer at any tinme the dog is in heat unless the dog is properly

in | eash.

(O Except when a dog is lawfully engaged in hunting and
acconpani ed by the owner, keeper, harborer, or handl er of the dog,
no owner, keeper, or harborer of any dog shall fail at any tine to

do either of the follow ng:

(1) Keep the dog physically confined or restrai ned upon the

prem ses of the owner, keeper, or harborer by a an adequate | eash

tether, adeguate or fence, under adequate supervision, or within a

secure enclosure to prevent escape;

(2) Keep the dog under the reasenable physical control of

sone person.

(D) Except when a dangerous or vicious dog is lawfully
engaged in hunting or training for the purpose of hunting and is

acconpani ed by the owner, keeper, harborer, or handler of the dog,
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no owner, keeper, or harborer of a dangerous or vicious dog shal

fail to do either of the follow ng

(1) Wiile that dog is on the preni ses of the owner, keeper
or harborer, securely confine it at all tinmes in a | ocked pen that
has a top, leeked+enced a yard that is enclosed by a | ocked fence

not less than six feet in height, or sone other | ocked encl osure

that has a top, except that a dangerous dog may, in the
alternative, be tied with a leash or tether so that the dog is

adequat el y restrai ned;

(2) While that dog is off the prem ses of the owner, keeper,

or harborer, keepthat dogonachain-tHnkleash or tetherthat is
pot—nore-than-sixfeetinltengthand additionally do at | east one

of the follow ng:

(a) Keep that dog in a | ocked pen that has a top, lecked

fenced a yard that is enclosed by a | ocked fence not |ess than six

feet in height, or sone other |ocked enclosure that has a top

(b) Have-the leashor tether controlled by a person—whoisof
Lt ol | i ) | h—tie. e I
I I I I I . N g
I I I ) I | ) I I : I :
| I . I I e
) . ;
ter—Muzzle—that—dog Adequately muzzle the dog and keep the

dog on a chain-link | eash that is not nore than six feet in | ength

and that is controlled by a person who is of suitable age and

discretion. In no case shall the person controlling the | eash be

yvounger than fourteen years of age.

(E) No owner, keeper, or harborer of a vicious dog shall fail
to obtain liability insurance with an insurer authorized to wite
liability insurance in this state providing coverage in each

occurrence, subject to a linit, exclusive of interest and costs,
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of not |less than one hundred t housand doll ars because of danage or
bodily injury to or death of a person caused by the vicious dog.

Failure to produce proof of the required liability insurance at

the request of a person who is authorized to enforce this chapter

shall be prima-facie evidence of the |ack of the insurance.

(F) No person shall do any of the follow ng:

(1) Debark or surgically silence a dog that the person knows

or has reason to believe is a vicious dog;

(2) Possess a vicious dog if the person knows or has reason

to believe that the dog has been debarked or surgically silenced;

(3) Falsely attest on a waiver form provided by the
veterinarian under division (G of this section that the person's
dog is not a vicious dog or otherw se provide false informati on on

that witten wai ver form

(G Before a veterinarian debarks or surgically silences a
dog, the veterinarian may give the owner of the dog a witten
wai ver formthat attests that the dog is not a vicious dog. The

witten waiver formshall include all of the follow ng:

(1) The veterinarian's |icense nunber and current business

addr ess;

(2) The nunber of the license of the dog if the dog is

| i censed;

(3) A reasonabl e description of the age, coloring, and gender

of the dog as well as any notabl e markings on the dog;

(4) The signature of the owner of the dog attesting that the

owner's dog is not a vicious dog;

(5) A statenent that division (F) of section 955.22 of the

Revi sed Code prohibits any person from doi ng any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Debarking or surgically silencing a dog that the person
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knows or has reason to believe is a vicious dog;

(b) Possessing a vicious dog if the person knows or has
reason to believe that the dog has been debarked or surgically

si | enced;

(c) Falsely attesting on a waiver form provided by the
veterinarian under division (G of section 955.22 of the Revised
Code that the person's dog is not a vicious dog or otherw se

provide false infornmation on that witten waiver form

(H It is an affirmative defense to a charge of a violation
of division (F) of this section that the veterinarian who is
charged with the violation obtained, prior to debarking or
surgically silencing the dog, a witten waiver formthat conplies
with division (G of this section and that attests that the dog is

not a vicious dog.

(1) No person shall own, keep, or harbor nore than one

vicious dog or allow the presence of nore than one vicious dog on

the prem ses where the person resides.

(J) No person who has been convicted of a violation of this

chapter or of Chapter 959. or 2925. of the Revised Code that is a

felony shall own, keep, or harbor a vicious dog or reside on

prem ses where a vicious dog is owned, kept, or harbored.

(K) Before releasing a dog that has been seized by a person

who is authorized to enforce this chapter in response to an

all eged violation of this chapter, the person who seized the dog

may require the owner, keeper, or harborer of the dog to have the

dog reqi stered and vaccinated as required by law and, if the dog

is a vicious dog., nmay require proof that the owner. keeper. or

har bor er possesses the liability insurance that is required under

this section. The person who seized the dog may hold the owner,

keeper, or harborer liable for any costs associated with

regi stering and vaccinating the dog that the person incurred as
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well as for costs associated with the housing, feeding, and care

of the dog after the seizure. The person who seized the dog is not

required to release the dog until the owner, keeper, or harborer

pays all applicable costs.

Sec. 955.222. (A (1) Except as otherw se provided in division

(A (2) of this section, the board of county comm ssioners of each

county shall appoint at |east one hearing officer to conduct

hearings in accordance with this section concerning the

designation of a dog as a dangerous or vicious dog. In order to be

eliqgible for appointnent as a hearing officer, a person shall be

an_enpl ovee of the county or shall be experienced and

know edgeabl e concerni ng cani ne behavior, or both. The board shal

not appoint a person as a hearing officer if the person is

authorized to enforce this chapter, is enployed by a person

aut horized to enforce this chapter, or is enployed by a court.

A person who is appointed as a hearing officer under this

section shall conplete a course in canine behavior that is at

| east six hours in length and that is approved by the state

veterinary nedical licensing board under section 4741.03 of the

Revi sed Code. The training requirenent shall be considered to be

satisfied if the course is conmpleted during the tine period that

begins two _vears prior to the appointnent and ends si x nonths

after the appointnent. The training requirenent does not apply to

an_appoi nt ee who has graduated froma veterinary coll ege approved

by the state veterinary nedical |licensing board or accredited by

the Anerican veterinary nedical association or who has been issued

a certificate by the education conm ssion for foreign veterinary

graduates of the Anerican veterinary nedi cal association

A board of county conmmi ssioners has conpl ete discretion

concerning matters of conpensation of any hearing officer that it

appoi nts under this section.
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(2) A board of county conmi ssioners may choose not to appoint

any hearing officers to conduct hearings in accordance with this

section. In that case, the nmunicipal court or county court that

has territorial jurisdiction over the residence of the owner,

keeper, or harborer of a dog shall conduct any hearing concerning

the designation of the dog as a dangerous or Vvicious doag.

(B) If a person who is authorized to enforce this chapter has

reasonabl e cause to believe that a dog in the person's

jurisdiction is a dangerous or vicious dog, the person shall

notify the owner, keeper, or harborer of that dog, by certified

mail or in person, of both of the foll ow ng:

(1) That the person has designated the dog a dangerous or

vi ci ous dog., as applicabl e;

(2) That the owner., keeper, or harborer of the dog may

request a hearing regarding the designation in accordance wth

this section. The notice shall include instructions for filing a

request for a hearing in the county in which the dog's owner,

keeper., or harborer resides.

(C 1If the owner, keeper., or harborer of the dog refutes its

desi gnation as a dangerous or vicious dog., as applicable, the

owner, keeper, or harborer, not later than ten days after

receiving notification of the designation, may reguest a hearing

regarding the deternination. The request for a hearing shall be in

witing and shall be filed with a hearing officer who has been

appoi nted in accordance with this section for the county in which

the dog's owner, keeper, or harborer resides. If no such hearing

of ficer has been appointed, the request shall be filed with the

nuni ci pal court or county court that has territorial jurisdiction

over the residence of the dog's owner, keeper, or harborer.

If the request is filed with a hearing officer, the hearing

officer, not |later than five days after the filing of the request,
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shall set the date and tine for a hearing on the request and shal

notify the owner, keeper, or harborer of the dog and the person

who desi gnated the dog as dangerous or vicious, by certified nai

or in person. The date of the hearing shall be not nore than

thirty days after the request is filed with the hearing officer

At a hearing conducted by a hearing officer., the owner,

keeper, or harborer of the dog and the person who designated the

dog _as dangerous or_vicious nay bring wtnesses and submit

information to support or refute the dog's designation. After the

hearing, the hearing officer shall nake a final determ nation on

whet her the dog i s a dangerous or vicious dog. as applicable. The

hearing officer shall notify, by certified mail., the owner

keeper, or harborer of the dog and the person who designated the

dog as dangerous or vicious of the hearing officer's

det er m nati on.

Not later than thirty days after the hearing officer makes a

final deternination, the owner, keeper, or harborer of the dog or

the person who designated the dog as dangerous or Vi cious may

appeal the hearing officer's determ nation to the nunicipal court

or county court that has territorial jurisdiction over the

resi dence of the owner., keeper, or harborer.

In the case of a hearing conducted by a nunicipal court or

county court, the owner, keeper, or harborer of the dog or the

per son who desi gnated the dog as dangerous or Vi cious may appea

the court's final determnation as in any other case filed in that

court.

(D) A hearing officer or a court, as applicable, upon notion

of an owner, keeper, or harborer or an attorney representing the

owner, keeper, or harborer, may order that the dog designated as a

dangerous or vicious dog be held in the possession of the owner,

keeper, or harborer until the hearing officer or court makes a
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final determ nation under this section or during the pendency of

an appeal ., as applicable. Until the hearing officer or court nmkes

a final deternination and during the pendency of any appeal., the

dog shall be confined or restrained in accordance with the

provisions of division (D) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code

that apply to dangerous dogs regardl ess of whether the dog has

been designated as a vicious dog rather than a dangerous doqg. The

owner, keeper., or harborer of the dog shall not be required to

conply with any other requirenents established in the Revised Code

that concern a dangerous or Vvicious dogq, as applicable, until the

hearing officer or court nmakes a final determ nation and during

the pendency of any appeal.

Sec. 955.28. (A) Subject to divisions (A)(2) and (3) of
section 955.261 of the Revised Code, a dog that is chasing or
approaching in a nmenaci ng fashi on er—apparent—attitudeof attack,
that attenpts to bite or otherw se endanger, or that kills or
injures a person or a dog that chases, injures, or kills
i vestock, poultry, other donestic animal, or other animal, that
is the property of another person, except a cat or another dog,
can be killed at the tinme of that chasing, approaching, attenpt,
killing, or injury. If, in attenpting to kill such a dog, a person
wounds it, he the person is not liable to prosecution under the

penal | aws whi-ch that punish cruelty to aninals.

(B) The owner, keeper, or harborer of a dog is liable in
damages for any injury, death, or loss to person or property that
is caused by the dog, unless the injury, death, or |oss was caused
to the person or property of an individual who, at the tinme, was
comritting or attenpting to commit a trespass or other crimnal
of fense on the property of the owner, keeper, or harborer, or was
committing or attenpting to commit a crimninal offense against any

person, or was teasing, tornenting, or abusing the dog on the
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owner's, keeper's, or harborer's property.

Sec. 955.99. (A)(1) Wioever violates division (E) of section
955. 11 of the Revised Code because of a failure to conply with

division (B) of that section is guilty of a mnor m sdeneanor

(2) Whoever violates division (E) of section 955.11 of the
Revi sed Code because of a failure to conply with division (C) or
(D) of that section is guilty of a mnor m sdeneanor on a first
of fense and of a ni sdeneanor of the fourth degree on each

subsequent of fense.

(B) Whoever violates section 955.10, 955.23, 95524 or

955. 25 of the Revised Code is guilty of a ninor m sdenmeanor

(C Whoever violates section 955.261, 955.39, or 955.50 of
the Revised Code is guilty of a m nor m sdeneanor on a first
of fense and of a m sdenmeanor of the fourth degree on each

subsequent of fense.

(D) Whoever violates division (F) of section 955.16, section
955.24, or division (B) of section 955.43 of the Revised Code is

guilty of a m sdeneanor of the fourth degree.

(E) (1) Whioever violates section 955.21 or division (B) or (O
of section 955.22 of the Revised Code shall be fined not |ess than
twenty-five dollars or nore than one hundred dollars on a first
of fense, and on each subsequent offense shall be fined not |ess
than seventy-five dollars or nore than two hundred fifty dollars

and may be inprisoned for not nore than thirty days.

(2) I'n addition to the penalties prescribed in division
(E)(1) of this section, if the offender is guilty of a violation
of division (B) or (C) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code, the
court nay order the offender to personally supervise the dog that
the of fender owns, keeps, or harbors, to cause that dog to

conpl et e dog obedi ence training, or to do both.
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(F) If aviolation of division (D) of section 955.22 of the
Revi sed Code involves a dangerous dog, whoever viol ates that
division is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the fourth degree on a
first offense and of a m sdeneanor of the third degree on each
subsequent offense. Additionally, the court may order the offender
to personally supervise the dangerous dog that the offender owns,
keeps, or harbors, to cause that dog to conpl ete dog obedi ence
training, or to do both, and the court nmay order the offender to
obtain liability insurance pursuant to division (E) of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code. The court, in the alternative, nay
order the dangerous dog to be humanely destroyed by a licensed

veterinarian, the county dog warden, or the county humane society.

(G If aviolation of division (D) of section 955.22 of the
Revi sed Code involves a vicious dog, whoever violates that

division is guilty of one of the foll ow ng:

(1) Afelony of the fourth degree on a first or subsequent

offense if the dog kills or serieuslyinjures causes serious

physical harmto a person,_as "serious physical harni is defined

in section 955.11 of the Revised Code. Additionally, the court

shall order that the vicious dog be humanely destroyed by a
licensed veterinarian, the county dog warden, or the county humane

soci ety.

(2) A misdeneanor of the first degree on a first offense and
a felony of the fourth degree on each subsequent offense.
Additionally, the court nay order the vicious dog to be hunanely
destroyed by a licensed veterinarian, the county dog warden, or

the county humane society or to be surgically spayed or neutered

by a licensed veterinarian at the expense of the owner., keeper, or

har bor er .

(3) A nisdeneanor of the first degree if the dog causes

injury, other than killing or serious injury physical harm to any
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person, as "serious physical harni is defined in section 955.11 of

t he Revi sed Code.

(H) Woever violates division (A)(2) of section 955.01 or
division (E) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code is guilty of a

m sdeneanor of the first degree.

(1) Whoever violates division (C) of section 955.221 of the
Revi sed Code is qguilty of a minor m sdenmeanor. Each day of
continued violation constitutes a separate offense. Fines |evied
and collected for violations of that division shall be distributed
by the mayor or clerk of the nunicipal or county court in
accordance with section 733.40, division (F) of section 1901. 31,
or division (C) of section 1907.20 of the Revised Code to the
treasury of the county, township, or municipal corporation whose

resol ution or ordi nance was vi ol at ed.

(J) Whoever violates division (F)(1), (2), or (3) of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth
degree. Additionally, the court shall order that the vicious dog
be humanely destroyed by a licensed veterinarian, the county dog

war den, or the county humane society.

(K) Whoever violates division (1) or (J) of section 955.22 of

the Revised Code is quilty of a m sdeneanor of the first deqree on

a first offense and a felony of the fourth degree on each

subsequent offense. Additionally, the court nay order either of

the following with respect to a vicious dog that was involved in

the violation:

(1) Humane destruction of the dog by a licensed veterinarian,

the county dog warden, or the county hunane society;

(2) Surgical spaying or neutering of the dog by a |licensed

veterinarian at the expense of the dog's owner, keeper, or

har bor er.
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Sec. 1901.18. (A) Except as otherwi se provided in this
di vision or section 1901. 181 of the Revised Code, subject to the
nonetary jurisdiction of nmunicipal courts as set forth in section
1901. 17 of the Revised Code, a municipal court has origina
jurisdiction within its territory in all of the follow ng actions

or proceedings and to performall of the follow ng functions:

(1) In any civil action, of whatever nature or renedy, of

whi ch judges of county courts have jurisdiction;

(2) In any action or proceeding at |law for the recovery of
noney or personal property of which the court of common pl eas has
jurisdiction;

(3) In any action at |aw based on contract, to determ ne,
preserve, and enforce all |egal and equitable rights involved in
the contract, to decree an accounting, reformation, or
cancel l ation of the contract, and to hear and deternmine all |egal
and equitable renedi es necessary or proper for a conplete

determ nation of the rights of the parties to the contract;

(4) In any action or proceeding for the sale of personal
property under chattel nortgage, |ien, encunbrance, or other
charge, for the foreclosure and marshalling of |liens on persona
property of that nature, and for the rendering of personal

judgnment in the action or proceeding;

(5) In any action or proceeding to enforce the collection of
its own judgnents or the judgnents rendered by any court within
the territory to which the nunicipal court has succeeded, and to
subject the interest of a judgnent debtor in personal property to

satisfy judgnments enforceabl e by the nunicipal court;

(6) In any action or proceeding in the nature of

i nt er pl eader;

(7) I'n any action of replevin;
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(8) In any action of forcible entry and detai ner;

(9) In any action concerning the issuance and enforcenent of
tenporary protection orders pursuant to section 2919.26 of the
Revi sed Code or protection orders pursuant to section 2903.213 of
the Revised Code or the enforcenment of protection orders issued by
courts of another state, as defined in section 2919.27 of the
Revi sed Code;

(10) If the nunicipal court has a housing or environnental
division, in any action over which the division is given
jurisdiction by section 1901.181 of the Revised Code, provided
that, except as specified in division (B) of that section, no
judge of the court other than the judge of the division shall hear

or determi ne any action over which the division has jurisdiction;

(11) I'n any action brought pursuant to division (l) of
section 3733.11 of the Revised Code, if the residential prenises
that are the subject of the action are located within the

territorial jurisdiction of the court;

(12) In any civil action as described in division (B)(1) of
section 3767.41 of the Revised Code that relates to a public
nui sance, and, to the extent any provision of this chapter
conflicts or is inconsistent with a provision of that section, the

provi sion of that section shall control in the civil action_

(13) In a proceeding brought pursuant to section 955.222 of

t he Revi sed Code by the owner of a dog that has been designated as

a _dangerous or vicious dog if the owner resides in a county in

whi ch no hearing officer has been appoi nted under that section to

conduct hearings concerning such desi gnati ons.

A nunicipal court has appellate jurisdiction within its

territory in any appeal brought pursuant to section 955.222 of the

Revi sed Code with respect to the final determ nation of a hearing

of ficer concerning the designation of a dog as a dangerous or
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vi ci ous dog.

(B) The d evel and munici pal court also shall have
jurisdiction within its territory in all of the foll owi ng actions

or proceedings and to performall of the follow ng functions:

(1) I'n all actions and proceedings for the sale of real
property under lien of a judgnent of the municipal court or a lien
for machinery, nmaterial, or fuel furnished or |abor perforned,
irrespective of anobunt, and, in those actions and proceedi ngs, the
court may proceed to foreclose and marshal all liens and al
vested or contingent rights, to appoint a receiver, and to render

personal judgnent irrespective of amount in favor of any party.

(2) In all actions for the foreclosure of a nortgage on rea
property given to secure the paynent of noney or the enforcenent
of a specific lien for noney or other encunbrance or charge on
real property, when the anount clainmed by the plaintiff does not
exceed fifteen thousand dollars and the real property is situated
within the territory, and, in those actions, the court may proceed
to foreclose all liens and all vested and contingent rights and
may proceed to render judgnments and nake findings and orders
between the parties in the sane manner and to the sane extent as

in simlar actions in the court of common pl eas.

(3) In all actions for the recovery of real property situated
within the territory to the sane extent as courts of common pleas

have jurisdiction;

(4) In all actions for injunction to prevent or termnate
vi ol ations of the ordi nances and regul ations of the city of
Cl evel and enacted or pronul gated under the police power of the
city of Ceveland, pursuant to Section 3 of Article XVIll, Chio
Constitution, over which the court of common pl eas has or nmay have
jurisdiction, and, in those actions, the court nay proceed to

render judgnments and nake findings and orders in the sane manner
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and to the sane extent as in simlar actions in the court of

common pl eas.

Sec. 1907.031. (A) Except as otherw se provided in section
1907. 03 of the Revised Code and in addition to the jurisdiction
aut hori zed in other sections of this chapter and in section
1909. 11 of the Revised Code, a county court has original
jurisdiction within its district in all of the follow ng actions

or proceedings and to performall of the follow ng functions:

(1) I'n an action or proceeding at |law for the recovery of
noney or personal property of which the court of common pl eas has
jurisdiction;

(2) I'n an action at | aw based on contract, to determne,
preserve, and enforce all |egal and equitable rights involved in
the contract, to decree an accounting, reformation, or
cancel l ation of the contract, and to hear and deternmine all |egal
and equitable renedi es necessary or proper for a conplete

determ nation of the rights of the parties to the contract;

(3) In an action or proceeding for the sale of personal
property under chattel nortgage, |ien, encunbrance, or other
charge, for the foreclosure and marshalling of liens on the
personal property, and for the rendering of personal judgnment in

the action or proceeding;

(4) In an action or proceeding to enforce the collection of
its own judgnents and to subject the interest of a judgnent debtor
in personal property to satisfy judgnents enforceable by the

county court;
(5) I'n an action or proceeding in the nature of interpleader;
(6) In an action of forcible entry and detai ner_

(7) In a proceedi ng brought pursuant to section 955.222 of

t he Revised Code by the owner of a dog that has been designated as
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a dangerous or vicious dog if the owner resides in a county in

which no hearing officer has been appoi nted under that section to

conduct heari ngs concerning such desi gnations.

A county court has appellate jurisdiction within its

territory in any appeal brought pursuant to section 955.222 of the

Revi sed Code with respect to the final determ nation of a hearing

of ficer concerning the designation of a dog as a dangerous or

vi ci ous dog.

(B) A county court has original jurisdiction in civil actions
as described in division (B)(1) of section 3767.41 of the Revised
Code that relate to a public nuisance. To the extent any provision
of this chapter conflicts or is inconsistent with a provision of
that section, the provision of that section shall control in such

a civil action.

Sec. 4741.03. (A) The state veterinary nedical |icensing
board shall neet at |east once in each cal endar year and may hold
additional neetings as often as it considers necessary to conduct
t he business of the board. The president of the board may call
speci al meetings and the executive secretary shall call special
meetings upon the witten request of three nenbers of the board.
The board shall organize by el ecting a president and
vice-president fromits veterinarian nenbers and such ot her
officers as the board prescribes by rule. Each officer shall serve
for a termspecified by board rule or until a successor is elected
and qualified. A quorumof the board consists of four nenbers of
which at | east three are nmenbers who are veterinarians. The
concurrence of four nmenbers is necessary for the board to take any

action.

(B) The board may appoi nt a person, not one of its nenbers,
to serve as its executive secretary. The executive secretary is in

the uncl assified service and serves at the pleasure of the board.
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The executive secretary shall serve as the board's
secretary-treasurer ex officio. The board may enpl oy additional
enpl oyees for professional, technical, clerical, and special work
as it considers necessary. The executive secretary shall give a
surety bond to the state in the sumthe board requires,
condi ti oned upon the faithful performance of the executive
secretary's duties. The board shall pay the cost of the bond. The
executive secretary shall keep a conplete accounting of all funds
received and of all vouchers presented by the board to the

di rector of budget and nmanagenent for the di sbursenent of funds.
The president or executive secretary shall approve all vouchers of
the board. Al noney received by the board shall be credited to

t he occupational |icensing and regulatory fund.

(O In addition to any other duty required under this

chapter, the board shall do all of the foll ow ng:
(1) Prescribe a seal;

(2) Hold at |east one exanination during each cal endar year
for applicants for a license. The board shall provide public
notice of the tinme and place for the exam nation. The exam nation
for applicants for a license to practice veterinary medi ci ne shal
be either witten or oral, or both, as determ ned by the board,
and may include a practical denonstration. The exam nati on nay
include all subjects relevant to veterinary nedicine the board

det erm nes appropriate, including public health and jurisprudence.
(3) Keep a record of all of its meetings and proceedi ngs;

(4) Maintain a register that records all applicants for a
certificate of license or a tenporary permt, all persons who have
been denied a license or pernmt, all persons who have been granted
or reissued a license or permt, and all persons whose |icense or
permt has been revoked or suspended. The register shall also

include a record of persons licensed prior to Cctober 17, 1975.
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(5) Maintain a register, in such formas the board determ nes
by rule, of all colleges and universities that teach veterinary

nmedi ci ne and that are approved by the board,;

(6) Enforce this chapter, and for that purpose, make
investigations relative as provided in section 4741.26 of the
Revi sed Code;

(7) lIssue licenses and permts to persons who neet the

qualifications set forth in this chapter;

(8) Approve coll eges and universities whiech that neet the
board's requirenents for veterinary nedicine and associated fields
of study and wi thdraw or deny, after an adjudi cati on conducted in
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, approval from
col l eges and universities whieh that fail to neet those

requirements

(9) Adopt rules, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the
Revi sed Code, whieh that are necessary for its governnent and for

the administration and enforcenent of this chapter_

(10) Devel op standards for courses in canine behavior that

nust be conpleted by hearing officers under section 955.222 of the

Revi sed Code and approve courses that neet the standards.

(D) The board may do all of the follow ng:

(1) Subpoena witnesses and require their attendance and
testinony, require the production by w tnesses of books, papers,
public records, aninal patient records, and other docunentary
evi dence, and examine themin relation to any matter whieh that
the board has authority to investigate, inquire into, or hear.
Except for any officer or enployee of the state or any political
subdi vision of the state, the treasurer of state shall pay all
W t nesses in any proceedi ng before the board, upon certification

fromthe board, witness fees in the sane amount as provided in
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section 2335.06 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) Examine and inspect books, papers, public records, aninal
patient records, and other docunentary evidence at the |ocation
where the books, papers, records, and other evidence are nornmally

stored or maintai ned;

(3) Create an advisory conmittee consisting of nmenbers of the
animal health and allied nedical services in this state to confer
with and assist the board in the adoption of rules pertaining to
divisions (B) to (E) of section 4741.19 and divisions (A, (D),
(E), and (F) of section 4741.20 of the Revised Code.

(E) Al registers, books, and records kept by the board are
the property of the board and are open for public exam nation and
inspection at all reasonable tines. The regi sters, books, and

records are prinma-facie evidence of the matters contained therein.

Section 2. That existing sections 955.11, 955.22, 955. 28,
955.99, 1901.18, 1907.031, and 4741.03 of the Revised Code are

her eby repeal ed.
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