As Introduced

126th General Assembly
Regular Session S.B. No. 24
2005-2006

Senators Mumper, Jordan, Cates, Wachtmann

A BILL

To enact sections 3345.80 and 3345.81 of the Revised
Code to establish the academc bill of rights for

hi gher educati on.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3345.80 and 3345.81 of the Revised

Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 3345.80. The board of trustees of each state institution

of higher education, as defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised

Code, and the board of trustees or other governing authority of

each private institution of higher education that holds a

certificate of authorization issued under section 1713.02 of the

Revi sed Code shall adopt a policy recognizing that the students,

faculty, and instructors of the institution have the foll ow ng

rights:

(A) The institution shall provide its students with a

| earni ng environnent in which the students have access to a broad

range of serious scholarly opinion pertaining to the subjects they

study. In the humanities, the social sciences, and the arts, the

fostering of a plurality of serious scholarly nethodol ogi es and

perspectives shall be a significant institutional purpose. |In

addition, curricula and reading lists in the humanities and socia

studi es shall respect all human know edge in these areas and
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provi de students with di ssenting sources and Vi ewpoints.

(B) Students shall be graded solely on the basis of their

reasoned answers and appropriate know edge of the subjects and

di sciplines they study and shall not be discrimnated agai nst on

the basis of their political. ideoloqgical. or religious beliefs.

Faculty and instructors shall not use their courses or their

positions for the purpose of political, ideological, reliaqious, or

antireligious indoctrination.

(G Faculty and instructors shall not infringe the academ c

freedom and quality of education of their students by persistently

introducing controversial matter into the classroom or coursework

that has no relation to their subject of study and that serves no

leqgiti mat e pedagogi cal purpose.

(D) University adm nistrators, student governnent

organi zations, and institutional policies, rules, or procedures

shall not infringe the freedom of speech, freedom of expression

freedom of assenbly, and freedom of consci ence of students and

st udent organi zati ons.

(E) The institution shall distribute student fee funds on a

vi ewpoi nt-neutral basis and shall nmmintain a posture of neutrality

with respect to substantive political and religious disagreenments,

di fferences, and opinions. The sel ection of speakers, allocation

of funds for speakers' prograns, and other student activities

shall observe the principles of acadenic freedom and pronote the

presentation of a diversity of opinions on intellectual matters.

Except as provided by law, the institution shall not permt the

obstruction of invited canpus speakers., the destruction of canpus

literature, or other efforts to obstruct a civil exchange of

i deas.

(F) Faculty and instructors shall be free to pursue and

di scuss their own findings and perspectives in presenting their

Page 2

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39

40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

51
52



S. B. No. 24
As Introduced

views, but they shall make their students aware of serious

scholarly viewoints other than their own through cl assroom

di scussion or dissemnation of witten materials, and they shal

encourage intellectual honesty. civil debate. and the critical

analysis of ideas in the pursuit of know edge and truth.

(G Faculty and instructors shall be hired., fired, pronoted,

and granted tenure on the basis of their conpetence and

appropriate know edge in their field of expertise and shall not be

hired, fired, pronpted, granted tenure, or denied pronotion or

tenure on the basis of their political, ideological, or religious

bel i ef s.

(H Faculty and instructors shall not be excluded from

tenure, search, and hiring commttees on the basis of their

political, ideological, or religious beliefs.

(1) The institution and its professional societies shall

mai ntain a posture of organi zational neutrality with respect to

the substantive di sagreenents that divide researchers on guestions

within, or outside, their fields of inquiry recognizing that:

(1) Know edge advances when individual scholars are |left free

to reach their own conclusions about which nethods, facts, and

t heori es have been validated by research

(2) Acadenic institutions and professional societies fornmed

to advance know edge within an area of research, nmintain the

integrity of the research process, and organi ze the professiona

lives of related researchers serve as indi spensabl e venues within

whi ch scholars circulate research findings and debate their

i nterpretations.

Sec. 3345.81. The board of trustees of each state institution

of higher education, as defined in section 3345.011 of the Revi sed

Code, and the board of trustees or other governing authority of
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each private institution of higher education that holds a

certificate of authorization issued under section 1713.02 of the

Revi sed Code, shal

adopt a grievance procedure by which a

student, faculty nenber, or instructor may seek redress for an

alleged violation of any of the rights specified by the

institution's policy adopted under section 3345.80 of the Revised

Code. Each board of trustees or

ot her governing authority shal

provi de students, faculty, and instructors with notice of the

rights and grievance procedure by publication in the institution's

course cat al oq,

st udent handbook,

and web site.
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