As Introduced

126th General Assembly

Regular Session S. B. No. 47

2005-2006

Senators Grendell, Padgett, Fingerhut, Brady, Dann, Fedor, Jordan, Mumper,

Schuring, Wilson

A BILL

To amend section 1541. 03 of the Revised Code to
prohibit the Division of Parks and Recreation in
the Departnent of Natural Resources from adopti ng
rul es establishing a fee for parking a notor
vehicle in a state park or for adnission to a

state park and to declare an energency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 1541.03 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol | ows:

Sec. 1541.03. Al lands and waters dedi cated and set apart
for state park purposes shall be under the control and managenent
of the division of parks and recreation, which shall protect,
mai ntain, and keep themin repair. The division shall have the

foll owi ng powers over all such |l ands and waters:
(A) To make alterations and i nprovenents;

(B) To construct and naintain di kes, wharves, |andings,

docks, dams, and ot her works;

(C To construct and nmintain roads and drives in, around,

upon, and to the | ands and waters to make them conveniently
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accessi bl e and useful to the public;

(D) ¥e Except as otherw se provided in this section, to

adopt, anend, and rescind, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the
Revi sed Code, rules necessary for the proper managenent of state
par ks, bodies of water, and the [ ands adjacent to themunder its

jurisdiction and control, including the follow ng:

(1) Governing opening and closing tines and dates of the

par ks;

(2) bl i chi i co
| w  facilitios in tl

3} Governing canps, canping, and fees for canps and canping;

4-(3) CGoverning the application for and rental of, rental

fees for, and the use of cabins;

5-(4) Relating to public use of state park |ands, and
governing the operation of notor vehicles, including speeds, and

par ki ng on those | ands;

63(5) CGoverning all advertising within state parks and the
requirements for the operation of places selling tangible persona
property and control of food service sales on |ands and waters
under the control of the division, which rules shall establish

uni form requi renents;

A-(6) Providing uniformstandards relating to the size,
type, location, construction, and mai ntenance of structures and
devi ces used for fishing or noorage of watercraft, rowboats,
sai | boats, and powercraft, as those terns are defined in section
1547. 01 of the Revised Code, over waters under the control of the
di vi sion and establishing reasonable fees for the construction of

and annual use permts for those structures and devi ces;

83(7) CGoverning state beaches, swimm ng, inflatable devices,

and fees for them
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{93(8) CGoverning the renoval and disposition of any
wat ercraft, rowboat, sailboat, or powercraft, as those terns are
defined in section 1547.01 of the Revised Code, |eft unattended
for nore than seven days on any |ands or waters under the control

of the division;

£36)3(9) Coverning the establishnment and coll ection of check
coll ection charges for checks that are returned to the division or

di shonored for any reason.

The division shall not adopt rules establishing fees or

charges for parking a notor vehicle in a state park or for

adnm ssion to a state park

Every resident of this state with a disability that has been
determ ned by the veterans adm nistration to be permanently and
totally disabling, who receives a pension or conpensation fromthe
veterans adnini stration, and who received an honorabl e di scharge
fromthe arned forces of the United States, and every veteran to
whom t he regi strar of notor vehicles has issued a set of license
pl ates under section 4503.41 of the Revised Code, shall be exenpt
fromthe fees for canping, provided that the resident or veteran
carries in the state park such evidence of the resident's or
veteran's disability as the chief of the division of parks and

recreation prescribes by rule.

Every resident of this state who is sixty-five years of age
or older or who is permanently and totally disabled and who
furni shes evidence of that age or disability in a manner
prescribed by division rule shall be charged one-half of the
regul ar fee for canping, except on the weekends and hol i days
desi gnated by the division. Such a person shall not be charged
nore than ninety per cent of the regular charges for state
recreational facilities, equipnent, services, and food service

operations utilized by the person at any tinme of year, whether
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mai nt ai ned or operated by the state or |eased for operation by

anot her entity.

As used in this section, "food service operations" neans
restaurants that are owned by the departnent of natural resources
at Hocking Hills, Lake Hope, Mal abar Farm and Rocky Fork state
parks or are part of a state park | odge. "Food service operations”
does not include autonatic vendi ng rmachi nes, concession stands, or

snack bars.

As used in this section, "prisoner of war" neans any
regul arly appointed, enrolled, enlisted, or inducted nenber of the
mlitary forces of the United States who was captured, separated,
and incarcerated by an eneny of the United States. Any person who
has been a prisoner of war, was honorably discharged fromthe
mlitary forces, and is a resident of this state is exenpt from
the fees for canping. To claimthis exenption, the person shal
present witten evidence in the formof a record of separation, a
letter fromone of the nilitary forces of the United States, or
such other evidence as the chief prescribes by rule that satisfies

the eligibility criteria established by this section.

Section 2. That existing section 1541.03 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. This act is hereby declared to be an energency
nmeasure necessary for the i nredi ate preservation of the public
peace, health, and safety. The reason for such necessity is to
ensure the uninterrupted access of the public to state parks for
pur poses of personal health and fitness and enjoynent of the
state's natural resources and to prohibit the adoption of rules
that will inpede such purposes. Therefore, this act shall go into

i mredi ate effect.
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