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Senator Hughes

Cosponsors: Senators Faber, Fedor, Goodman, Grendell, Miller, R., Wilson,
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A BILL

To anend section 4717.27 of the Revised Code to give
the right of disposal to the United States
Secretary of Veterans Affairs regardi ng unclai ned
cremated renmi ns of persons who are entitled to be

buried in a national cenetery.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4717.27 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 4717.27. (A) The authorizing agent who executed the
cremati on aut horization form authorizing the crenation of a
decedent under section 4717.24 of the Revised Code or the
cremati on of body parts under section 4717.25 of the Revi sed Code
is ultimately responsible for the final disposition of the

cremated remai ns of the decedent or body parts.

(B) If the cremation authorization form does not contain
instructions for the final disposition of the cremated remai ns of
the decedent or body parts, if no arrangenents for the disposition

of the crenmated remains are made within thirty days after the
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compl etion of the cremation, and if the cremated renmni ns have not
been picked up within that thirty-day period by the person
designated to receive themon the authorization formor, in the
absence of such a designated person, by the authorizing agent, the

operator of the crematory facility or the funeral hone hol ding the

unclainmed cremated remnins, at the end of that thirty-day period,

may release or deliver themin person to, or cause their delivery
by a nmethod described in division (1) of section 4717.26 of the
Revi sed Code that is acceptable under that division to, the person
designated to receive themon the cremation authorization form or

if no person has been so designated, to the authorizing agent.

(OQ(1) If the cremation authorization form does not contain
instructions for the final disposition of the cremated renai ns of
the decedent or body parts, if no arrangenents for the final
di sposition of the cremated remains are made within sixty days
after the conpletion of the cremation, and if the cremated renains
have not been picked up by the person designated on the
aut hori zation formto receive themor, in the absence of such a
desi gnat ed person, by the authorizing agent, the operator of the

crematory facility or the funeral home holding the uncl ai ned

cremated renni ns may di spose of the cremated remains in a grave,

crypt, or niche at any tine after the end of that sixty-day

peri od.

(2) If the cremation authorization form specifies the manner
of the final disposition of the cremated remains, or if within
sixty days after the conpletion of the cremati on the authorizing
agent maekes arrangenents for the final disposition of the cremated
remains, and if either the arrangenents have not been carried out
wWithin that sixty-day period because of the inaction of a party

other than the operator of the crematory facility or the funera

home hol ding the unclained cremated remains, or the authorizing

agent fails to pick up the cremated remains within that sixty-day
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period, the operator of the crematory facility or the funeral hone

hol di ng the unclained cremated renai ns nmay di spose of the cremated

renmains in a grave, crypt, or niche at any tinme after the end of

that period.

(3) Lf cremated remains of a decedent who was ei ghteen years

or older at the tinme of death are unclai ned under divisions (C) (1)

and (2) of this section, the operator of the crematory facility or

the funeral hone holding the cremated remnins shall., before

di sposi ng of the unclained cremated remmins, notify the secretary

of the United States departnent of veterans affairs of the nane

of ., and other identifying information related to, the decedent.

If, within sixty days of the notification, the secretary of the

departnent of veterans affairs notifies the crematory facility or

funeral hone that the decedent was a veteran who is eliqgible for

burial in a national cenetery under the control of the nationa

cenetery adm nistration and that the secretary agrees to provide

for the cost of the transportation and burial of the unclai ned

cremated renmnins in a national cenetery, the crematory facility or

funeral hone shall follow the directions of the secretary and

arrange for the burial of the unclained remains in the national

cenetery at the secretary's expense. |If the secretary does not

assune the right to direct the burial of the unclained remins

within sixty days of the notification by the crematory facility or

funeral hone, the crematory facility or funeral home may carry out

the disposition of the unclainmed remins under divisions (C (1)

and (2) of this section.

(4) When cremated remains are di sposed of in accordance with
division (CQ(1) or (2) of this section, the authorizing agent who
executed the crenmati on authorization form authorizing the
cremati on of the decedent or body parts under section 4717.24 or
4717.25 of the Revised Code is liable to the operator of the

crematory facility or the funeral hone for the cost of the fina
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di sposition, which cost shall not exceed the reasonable cost for
di sposing of the cremated remains in a comopn grave or crypt in
the county where the cremated renains were buried or placed in a

crypt or niche.

(D) (1) Except as provided in division (D)(2) of this section,

no person shall do either of the follow ng:

(a) Dispose of the cremated remains of a dead hunman body or
body parts in such a nanner or in such a location that the
cremated remai ns are conmingled with those of another decedent or

body parts renmoved from anot her decedent or |iving person;

(b) Place the cremated renains of nore than one decedent or
of body parts renoved from nore than one decedent or |iving person

in the same urn or tenporary container.

(2) Division (D)(1) of this section does not prohibit any of

the foll ow ng:

(a) The scattering of cremated remains at sea or by air or in
a dedicated area at a cenetery used exclusively for the scattering
on the ground of the crenmated remains of dead human bodi es or body

parts.

(b) The conmingling of the cremated remains of nore than one
decedent or of body parts renpved from nore than one decedent or
living person or the placenent in the sane urn or tenporary
contai ner of the cremated remains of nore than one decedent or of
body parts renmoved from nore than one decedent or |iving person
when each aut hori zi ng agent who executed the cremation
aut hori zation form aut hori zing the cremati on of each of the
decedents or body parts renoved from each of the decedents or
living persons under section 4717.21, 4717.24, or 4717.25 of the
Revi sed Code aut horized the comm ngling of the cremated renains or
the placenent of the crenated remains in the sane urn or tenporary

contai ner on the authorization form
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(c) The commingling, by the individual designhated on the
cremati on aut horization formauthorizing the cremati on of the
decedent or body parts to receive the cremated remai ns, other than
a funeral director or enployee of a cenetery, or by the
aut hori zi ng agent who executed the cremation authorization form
after receipt of the cremated remains, of the cremated remains
with those of another decedent or of body parts renoved from
anot her decedent or living person or the placing of them by any
such person in the sane urn or tenporary container with those of
anot her decedent or of body parts renpved from anot her decedent or

l'iving person.

Section 2. That existing section 4717.27 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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